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States like Russia and Ukraine may not have gone back to totalitarianism or the
traditional authoritarian formula of stuffing the ballot box, cowing the population
and imprisoning the opposition–or not obviously. But a whole industry of
“political technology” has developed instead, with shadowy private firms and
government “fixers” on lucrative contracts dedicated to the black arts of
organizing electoral success.

This book uncovers the sophisticated techniques of the “virtual” political system
used to legitimize post-Soviet regimes: entire fake parties, phantom political
rivals and “scarecrow” opponents. And it exposes the paramount role of the mass
media in projecting these creations and in falsifying the entire political process.

Wilson argues that it is not primarily economic problems that have made it so
difficult to develop meaningful democracy in the former Soviet world. Although
the West also has its “spin doctors,” dirty tricks, and aggressive ad campaigns, it
is the unique post-Bolshevik culture of “political technology” that is the main
obstacle to better governance in the region, to real popular participation in public
affairs, and to the modernization of the political economy in the longer term.
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Editorial Review

Review

"This is a splendid study that captures the essence of post-Soviet politics, getting to the core of Putin’s
Russia and showing the author’s unmatched command of Ukrainian political life. It is a book to be read by
anyone with an interest in the machinations of contemporary politics.”—James Gow, King’s College London

“This is a splendid study that captures the essence of post-Soviet politics, getting to the core of Putin’s
Russia and showing the author’s unmatched command of Ukrainian political life. It is a book to be read by
anyone with an interest in the machinations of contemporary politics”—James Gow, King’s College London
(James Gow)

“. . . .a systematic and intelligent discussion of a generally neglected or misunderstood part of the post-Soviet
political process."

(Robert Cottrell New York Review of Books)

About the Author

Andrew Wilson is senior lecturer in Ukrainian studies at the School of Slavonic & East European Studies,
University of London. He is the author of The Ukrainians, published by Yale University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Doris Anderson:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice through surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Virtual Politics:
Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Jill Davis:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Aim to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic
as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer is usually Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the



Post-Soviet World why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content will not
disappoint an individual. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your
reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

John McCraw:

Many people spending their time by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by studying a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
alright you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Virtual
Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this
book? Let's notice.

Christopher Forney:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or make
summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's heart and soul or real
their interest. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading critically. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know
that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Virtual Politics: Faking Democracy in the Post-Soviet World can make you truly
feel more interested to read.
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