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In his 1986 book The View From Nowhere, the philosopher Thomas Nagel
described a philosophical puzzle - the kind of puzzle that seems to make the
existence of the Matrix possible. The puzzle is this: we see the world from a
point of view, namely, the point of view of our own conscious selves. As babies,
we only have a view of the world from this viewpoint. But as we grow older, we
also have what Nagel calls the "view from nowhere". This is the idea of the
world as objectively existing, independently of both our viewpoint or any other
particular viewpoint. We consider ourselves to be a part of this world. Therefore
we have a view of ourselves from the inside as perceivers of the world, but also
of ourselves as members of the objective world. Common-sense tells us that
when we accumulate knowledge, this knowledge includes knowledge of the
objective world. But Nagel sees a problem in the enterprise of accumulating such
knowledge. Objective knowledge requires a neutral perspective. But we cannot
occupy this neutral perspective. Therefore, objective knowledge seems
unattainable. What we try to do is give an account of the world that "includes an
explanation of why it initially appears to us as it does". The problem here is that,
while doing this, we always have to keep our subjective perspective, so there is
always room for doubt that we are not getting the proper picture. "The most
objective view we can achieve will have to rest on an unexamined subjective
base." The skeptical response to this is to accept that we just can't have
knowledge of the objective world. For all we know, we might live in the
Matrix..." (thanks to "skimpydoo"of Ireland)
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Delia Black:

The book The View From Nowhere gives you the sense of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize
to make your capable much more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting stress or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The View From Nowhere to
become your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about a few or all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like start and read a reserve
The View From Nowhere. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other
folks. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Herbert Haubrich:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era exactly where everything reachable by match the internet and
the resources within it can be true or not require people to be aware of each info they get. How a lot more to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help men and women out of this uncertainty Information especially this The View From Nowhere book
because this book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

James Roberts:

This book untitled The View From Nowhere to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is
no reason for your requirements to past this e-book from your list.

Bernard Lewis:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is created or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
looking for the The View From Nowhere when you needed it?
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