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From agriculture to big business, from medicine to politics, The Cigarette
Century is the definitive account of how smoking came to be so deeply
implicated in our culture, science, policy, and law. No product has been so
heavily promoted or has become so deeply entrenched in American
consciousness. The Cigarette Century shows in striking detail how one
ephemeral (and largely useless) product came to play such a dominant role in so
many aspects of our lives—and deaths.
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From agriculture to big business, from medicine to politics, The Cigarette Century is the definitive account
of how smoking came to be so deeply implicated in our culture, science, policy, and law. No product has
been so heavily promoted or has become so deeply entrenched in American consciousness. The Cigarette
Century shows in striking detail how one ephemeral (and largely useless) product came to play such a
dominant role in so many aspects of our lives—and deaths.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Once so acceptable that even Emily Post approved, cigarette smoking is an integral part of
American history and culture, as demonstrated in this highly readable, exhaustively researched book: the
cigarette's "remarkable success ... as well as its ignominious demise ... fundamentally demonstrates the
historical interplay of culture, biology, and disease." Brandt, Havard Medical School's Amalie Moses Kass
Professor of the History of Medicine, explores the impact and meaning of cigarettes, from cultural, scientific,
political and legal standpoints. Particularly fascinating (and shocking) is the scientific community's struggle
to prove the harmful effects of smoking, even as scientists found, "in 1946, that lung cancer cases had tripled
over the previous three decades." As any contemporary history of tobacco must, the narrative becomes a tale
of the lies, deceit and eventual public exposure of Big Tobacco. But, the author warns, it's too soon for the
ever-growing anti-smoking contingent to think they've beaten the industry: Big Tobacco is busy selling
cigarettes to developing countries, threatening "a global pandemic of tobacco-related diseases that is nothing
short of colossal." Though the industry can't be stopped, Brandt says, "understanding the history of cigarettes
may be a small but important element in ... knowing their dangers and having strategies for their control";
fortunately, this rigorous history has that first step covered.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
In the mid-1800s, cigarettes were considered a curiosity and represented a minuscule portion of tobacco
consumption. The transformation of cigarettes into a mass-consumer product would have deep and lasting
effects on our cultural values and on our legal and political systems. Brandt, Harvard professor and respected
medical historian, was able to examine vast amounts of internal confidential industry correspondence,
reports, and memos due to tobacco litigation "discovery" and Internet access. This exhaustive study reveals
how the ascendancy of a product that clearly threatens the health of the user caused its manufacturers to deny
and obfuscate the facts for decades, meanwhile secretly ensuring that their addictive product would hook an
increasingly younger population. The issue goes right to the core of America's belief in freedom and the right
to do as we choose, but also the right to live free from the imposition of harm imposed by others from
secondhand smoke. Most important, Brandt reminds us that this battle is far from over, as Big Tobacco sets
its sights on developing nations, threatening to create a deadly pandemic of global proportion. David
Siegfried
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
"It is a remarkable story, clearly told, astonishingly well documented." The Economist "An extraordinary
history of smoking." The Lancet "[The Cigarette Century] is a masterpiece of medical history." TLS"

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each information they get. How

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


individuals to be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book.
Reading a book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information particularly this The Cigarette Century:
The Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product That Defined America book as this book offers you
rich facts and knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred per cent guarantees there is no
doubt in it you know.

Gladys James:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Cigarette Century: The
Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product That Defined America that give your enjoyment preference
will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the means for
people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that
reading behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to end up being success
person. So , for all of you who want to start studying as your good habit, you may pick The Cigarette
Century: The Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product That Defined America become your own
starter.

Mildred Lyons:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lot of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. In order to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The The Cigarette Century: The Rise, Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product That Defined
America provide you with new experience in reading through a book.

Sylvia Grable:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like The Cigarette Century: The Rise,
Fall, and Deadly Persistence of the Product That Defined America which is keeping the e-book version. So ,
try out this book? Let's notice.
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