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Concepts lie at the core of social science theory and methodology. They provide
substance to theories; they form the basis of measurement; they influence the
selection of cases. Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide explores alternative
means of concept construction and their impact on the role of concepts in
measurement, case selection, and theories.

While there exists a plethora of books on measurement, scaling, and the like,
there are virtually no books devoted to the construction and analysis of concepts
and their role in the research enterprise. Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide
provides detailed and practical advice on the construction and use of social
science concepts; a Web site provides classroom exercises.

It uses a wide range of examples from political science and sociology such as
revolution, welfare state, international disputes and war, and democracy to
illustrate the theoretical and practical issues of concept construction and use. It
explores the means of constructing complex, multilevel, and multidimensional
concepts. In particular, it examines the classic necessary and sufficient condition
approach to concept building and contrasts it with the family resemblance
approach. The consequences of valid concept construction are explored in both
qualitative and quantitative analyses.

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide will prove an indispensable guide for
graduate students and scholars in the social sciences. More broadly, it will appeal
to scholars in any field who wish to think more carefully about the concepts used
to create theories and research designs.

For Course Use:

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide has been written with classroom use in
mind. Many of the chapters have been successfully taught at the Annual Training
Institute on Qualitative Research Methods which is sponsored by the Consortium
on Qualitative Research Methods. Feedback from those experiences has been
incorporated into the text. Each chapter provides useful, practical, and detailed
advice on how to construct, evaluate, and use concepts. To make the volume
more useful, an extensive set of classroom exercises is available from the author's
Web page at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ggoertz/social_science_concepts.html.
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These include questions about prominent published work on concepts, measures,
and case selection; in addition there are logic exercises and questions regarding
large-N applications.
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Concepts lie at the core of social science theory and methodology. They provide substance to theories; they
form the basis of measurement; they influence the selection of cases. Social Science Concepts: A Users
Guide explores alternative means of concept construction and their impact on the role of concepts in
measurement, case selection, and theories.

While there exists a plethora of books on measurement, scaling, and the like, there are virtually no books
devoted to the construction and analysis of concepts and their role in the research enterprise. Social Science
Concepts: A Users Guide provides detailed and practical advice on the construction and use of social science
concepts; a Web site provides classroom exercises.

It uses a wide range of examples from political science and sociology such as revolution, welfare state,
international disputes and war, and democracy to illustrate the theoretical and practical issues of concept
construction and use. It explores the means of constructing complex, multilevel, and multidimensional
concepts. In particular, it examines the classic necessary and sufficient condition approach to concept
building and contrasts it with the family resemblance approach. The consequences of valid concept
construction are explored in both qualitative and quantitative analyses.

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide will prove an indispensable guide for graduate students and scholars
in the social sciences. More broadly, it will appeal to scholars in any field who wish to think more carefully
about the concepts used to create theories and research designs.

For Course Use:

Social Science Concepts: A Users Guide has been written with classroom use in mind. Many of the chapters
have been successfully taught at the Annual Training Institute on Qualitative Research Methods which is
sponsored by the Consortium on Qualitative Research Methods. Feedback from those experiences has been
incorporated into the text. Each chapter provides useful, practical, and detailed advice on how to construct,
evaluate, and use concepts. To make the volume more useful, an extensive set of classroom exercises is
available from the author's Web page at http://www.u.arizona.edu/~ggoertz/social_science_concepts.html.
These include questions about prominent published work on concepts, measures, and case selection; in
addition there are logic exercises and questions regarding large-N applications.
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Editorial Review

Review
Winner of the 2007 Giovanni Sartori Book Award

"This book will primarily appeal to the social science methodologist...the analysis of concept formation is
interesting [and] it clearly contributes to the methodological debate."--Timothy J. White, European Legacy

From the Back Cover

"Gary Goertz is at the forefront of a number of important methodological debates. He is one of the very few
scholars who regularly crosses the boundary between quants and quals, and this book reflects his strength in
both areas."--John Gerring, Boston University

"Goertz reaffirms with great success a foundational idea established more than three decades ago by
Giovanni Sartori: concept analysis is an indispensable component of social science methodology, and we
neglect it at our peril."--David Collier, University of California, Berkeley

"One of the greatest challenges facing the social sciences today is the task of cultivating a closer connection
between theoretical concepts and empirical analysis. In this book, Gary Goertz lays the foundation for a new
approach to social scientific concepts and demonstrates the many benefits that follow from the thoughtful
articulation of concepts in social research."--Charles Ragin, University of Arizona at Tucson, author of
Fuzzy-Set Social Science

About the Author
Gary Goertz is Professor of Political Science at the University of Arizona. He is the author of "Contexts of
International Politics and International Norms" and "Decision Making: A Punctuated Equilibrium Model",
and the coauthor of "War and Peace in International Rivalry".

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gary Lopez:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah,
you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take
a walk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Social Science Concepts: A
User's Guide? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your time
along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Santa McNabb:

The ability that you get from Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide is a more deep you looking the



information that hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to know but Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide giving you buzz feeling of reading. The
author conveys their point in certain way that can be understood by simply anyone who read the idea because
the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your personal vocabulary
increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We recommend you for having this particular Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide
instantly.

Ana Worcester:

This book untitled Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide to be one of several books that best seller in this
year, that's because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells
the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen
phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this e-book from your list.

Wayne Gaddis:

You may get this Social Science Concepts: A User's Guide by browse the bookstore or Mall. Just viewing or
reviewing it may to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are
various. Not only simply by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In
the modern era just like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what their
problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose suitable ways for
you.
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