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Merlin, afictional visitor from the Andromeda Galaxy, Planet Omniscia, has
been friends with many of the most important scientific figures of the past
including Kepler, daVinci, Magellan, Doppler, Einstein and Hubble. In this
delightful tour of the galaxies, Merlin often recounts his conversations with these
historical figuresin his responses to popular astronomy questions asked by adults
and children alike. Merlin's well-informed answers combine a unique
combination of wit and poetry along with serious science explained in
refreshingly clear, reader-friendly language.

Dear Merlin: Can aperson cross our galaxy in a spaceship during one human
lifespan?

Merlin: In 1905, Merlin's good friend Albert Einstein introduced the " Special
Theory of Relativity," which predicts that time will tick slower and slower the
faster you travel. Were you to embark on such an adventure you could
conceivably age as little as you wish, depending of course, on your exact speed.
The problem arises when you return to Earth, which will have moved severa
hundred thousand years into the future and everyone will have forgotten about
you.

A skywatcher's book for lovers of the universe by one of its greatest lights.
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Merlin, afictional visitor from the Andromeda Galaxy, Planet Omniscia, has been friends with many of the
most important scientific figures of the past including Kepler, da Vinci, Magellan, Doppler, Einstein and
Hubble. In this delightful tour of the galaxies, Merlin often recounts his conversations with these historical
figuresin his responses to popular astronomy questions asked by adults and children alike. Merlin's well-
informed answers combine a unique combination of wit and poetry along with serious science explained in
refreshingly clear, reader-friendly language.

Dear Merlin: Can aperson cross our galaxy in a spaceship during one human lifespan?

Merlin: In 1905, Merlin's good friend Albert Einstein introduced the " Special Theory of Relativity," which
predicts that time will tick slower and slower the faster you travel. Were you to embark on such an adventure
you could conceivably age aslittle as you wish, depending of course, on your exact speed. The problem
arises when you return to Earth, which will have moved severa hundred thousand years into the future and
everyone will have forgotten about you.

A skywatcher's book for lovers of the universe by one of its greatest lights.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Thisisacollection of questions and answers from Star Date , a popular astronomy magazine. The answersto
questions from the general public are supplied by Tyson, who has assumed the persona of "Merlin,” an
aleged visitor from the Andromeda galaxy. The material is clustered in 13 chapters; the first several deal
with various parts of the solar system, and the others are concerned with topics such as stars, tel escopes, and
galaxies. The responses are generally terse but accurate; one or two of them appear not to deal with what the
reader was asking. The author makes liberal use of humor, some strained; the Merlin character is rather
pointless. Although hardly an essential work, this may be a useful acquisition for some public libraries.

- Jack W. Weigel, Univ. of Michigan Lib . , Ann Arbor

Copyright 1989 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From the Publisher

Merlin, afictional visitor from the Andromeda Galaxy, Planet Omniscia, has been friends with many of the
most important scientific figures of the past including Kepler, da Vinci, Magellan, Doppler, Einstein and
Hubble. In this delightful tour of the galaxies, Merlin often recounts his conversations with these historical
figuresin his responses to popular astronomy questions asked by adults and children alike. Merlin's well-
informed answers combine a unique combination of wit and poetry along with serious science explained in
refreshingly clear, reader-friendly language.

Dear Merlin: Can a person cross our galaxy in a spaceship during one human lifespan?

Merlin: In 1905, Merlin's good friend Albert Einstein introduced the " Special Theory of Relativity,” which
predicts that time will tick slower and slower the faster you travel. Were you to embark on such an adventure
you could conceivably age as little as you wish, depending of course, on your exact speed. The problem
arises when you return to Earth, which will have moved several hundred thousand years into the future and
everyone will have forgotten about you.

A skywatcher's book for lovers of the universe by one of its greatest lights.

From the Inside Flap

Merlin, afictional visitor from the Andromeda Galaxy, Planet Omniscia, has been friends with many of the
most important scientific figures of the past including Kepler, da Vinci, Magellan, Doppler, Einstein and
Hubble. In this delightful tour of the galaxies, Merlin often recounts his conversations with these historical
figuresin his responses to popular astronomy questions asked by adults and children alike. Merlin's well-
informed answers combine a unique combination of wit and poetry along with serious science explained in
refreshingly clear, reader-friendly language.

Dear Merlin: Can aperson cross our galaxy in a spaceship during one human lifespan?

Merlin: In 1905, Merlin's good friend Albert Einstein introduced the "Special Theory of Relativity,” which



predicts that time will tick slower and slower the faster you travel. Were you to embark on such an adventure
you could conceivably age as little as you wish, depending of course, on your exact speed. The problem
arises when you return to Earth, which will have moved several hundred thousand years into the future and
everyone will have forgotten about you.

A skywatcher's book for lovers of the universe by one of its greatest lights.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
James Lindberg:

The book Merlin's Tour of the Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars and Quasars to
Comets, Planets, Blue Moons, and Werewolves give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your sparetime. You
may use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
anxiety or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make looking at a book Merlin's Tour
of the Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars and Quasars to Comets, Planets, Blue
Moons, and Werewolves being your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your personal capable,
increase your knowledge about some or al subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and
read a publication Merlin's Tour of the Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars and
Quasars to Comets, Planets, Blue Moons, and Werewolves. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science
e-book or encyclopedia or other individuals. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Joyce Burke:

The reserve with title Merlin's Tour of the Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars and
Quasars to Comets, Planets, Blue Moons, and Werewolves has alot of information that you can understand
it. You can get alot of help after read this book. This particular book exist new expertise the information that
exist in this book represented the condition of the world at this point. That isimportant to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization.
Y ou can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

Charlene Johnson:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not hoping Merlin's Tour of the
Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars and Quasars to Comets, Planets, Blue Moons, and
Werewolves that give your fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading practice all over
the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react in
the direction of the world. It can't be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man but for al
of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for al of you who want to start examining as your good
habit, you are able to pick Merlin's Tour of the Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars
and Quasars to Comets, Planets, Blue Moons, and Werewolves become your own personal starter.



Charles Edwards:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information from
abook. Book is created or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news. On this modern
eraliketoday, many waysto get information are available for an individual. From media socia including
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. Y ou can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Merlin's Tour of the Universe: A Skywatcher's Guide to Everything from Mars and Quasars to Comets,
Planets, Blue Moons, and Werewolves when you required it?
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