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Henry E. Allison presents a comprehensive commentary on Kant's Groundwork
for the Metaphysics of Morals (1785). It differs from most recent commentaries
in paying special attention to the structure of the work, the historical context in
which it was written, and the views to which Kant was responding. Allison
argues that, despite its relative brevity, the Groundwork is the single most
important work in modern moral philosophy and that its

significance liesmainly in two closely related factors. The firstisthat it is here
that Kant first articulates his revolutionary principle of the autonomy of the will,
that is, the paradoxical thesis that moral requirements (duties) are self-imposed
and that it isonly in virtue of this that they can be unconditionally

binding. The second is that for Kant all other moral theories are united by the
assumption that the ground of moral requirements must be located in some object
of the will (the good) rather than the will itself, which Kant terms heteronomy.
Accordingly, what from the standpoint of previous moral theories was seen asa
fundamental conflict between various views of the good is reconceived by Kant
asafamily quarrel between various forms of heteronomy, none of which are
capable of accounting

for the unconditionally binding nature of morality. Allison goes on to argue that
Kant expresses this incapacity by claiming that the various forms of heteronomy
unavoidably reduce the categorical to a merely hypothetical imperative.
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Henry E. Allison presents a comprehensive commentary on Kant's Groundwork for the Metaphysics of
Morals (1785). It differs from most recent commentaries in paying special attention to the structure of the
work, the historical context in which it was written, and the views to which Kant was responding. Allison
argues that, despite its relative brevity, the Groundwork is the single most important work in modern moral
philosophy and that its

significance lies mainly in two closely related factors. Thefirst isthat it is here that Kant first articulates his
revolutionary principle of the autonomy of the will, that is, the paradoxical thesisthat moral requirements
(duties) are self-imposed and that it is only in virtue of this that they can be unconditionally

binding. The second is that for Kant all other moral theories are united by the assumption that the ground of
moral requirements must be located in some object of the will (the good) rather than the will itself, which
Kant terms heteronomy. Accordingly, what from the standpoint of previous moral theories was seen asa
fundamental conflict between various views of the good is reconceived by Kant as afamily quarrel between
various forms of heteronomy, none of which are capable of accounting

for the unconditionally binding nature of morality. Allison goes on to argue that Kant expresses this
incapacity by claiming that the various forms of heteronomy unavoidably reduce the categorical to a merely
hypothetical imperative.
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Editorial Review
Review

"[Allison's] commentary is the best ever written on the Groundwork: comprehensive, historical, original,
argumentatively clear and sharp-witted, critical, very well informed about the ongoing research, stimulating,
patient, and even rather close to the text."--Dieter Schonecker, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews

About the Author

Henry E. Allison is Professor Emeritus of Philosophy, University of California, San Diego and Boston
University. He is the author of many books, including Custom and Reason in Hume, and over seventy-five
scholarly articles and reviews.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Tammi Kendrick:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or the ideafor all peoplein the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book Kant's Groundwork for the
Metaphysics of Morals: A Commentary. All type of book would you see on many resources. Y ou can ook
for the internet sources or other social media.

Barry Houde:

This book untitled Kant's Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals: A Commentary to be one of several
books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit
ontoit. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this
book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for you to past this book from your list.

Jose Crawford:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book thus. There are alot of reasons why people like it. First reading a book will give you alot of
new information. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several



ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other people.
When you read this Kant's Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals: A Commentary, it is possibleto tells
your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire average, make them
reading areserve.

Michael Kenney:

In this particular erawhich is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
valuable than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you must do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to experience alook at some books.
One of many booksin the top record in your reading list is definitely Kant's Groundwork for the
Metaphysics of Morals: A Commentary. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get
you closer in becoming precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many
advantages.
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