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Now in an English-only edition published for two parallel exhibitions at The
Museum of Modern Art and Bard College, Imponderable features highlights
from the incredible magic and occult collection of New York–based artist Tony
Oursler (born 1957). Since the late 1990s, Oursler has been amassing a vast
personal archive of objects and ephemera relating to magic, the paranormal, film,
television, phantasmagoria, pseudoscience and technology. For Oursler, the
archive functions as an open visual resource, historical inquiry and?most
intriguingly?a family history. One of the collection’s many digressions records
the friendship between the artist’s grandfather Charles Fulton Oursler (a famous
early 20th-century author and publisher) and magician and escapologist Harry
Houdini, and a historic interaction with Arthur Conan Doyle, who, beyond his
Sherlock Holmes series, was an important advocate for spiritualism and the
paranormal.
This beautifully produced publication features up to 1,500 objects from Oursler’s
collection, including photographs, prints, historic manuscripts, rare books, letters
and objects. Additional topics include stage magic, thought photography,
demonology, cryptozoology, optics, mesmerism, automatic writing, hypnotism,
fairies, cults, the occult, color theory and UFOs. Thirteen essays by renowned art
historians, science specialists and international scholars provide a deep insight
into this unique material.
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Editorial Review

Review
offers a dialectical view into a twilight world both distant and familiar, an archaic domain . . . and one whose
UFO and seance photos could be lifted from sci-fi and horror films (Albert Mobilio Bookforum)

About the Author
Beatrix Ruf is director of Amsterdam s Stedelijk Museum and was director of Kunsthalle Zurich from 2001
to 2014.

Tony Oursler a obtenu son baccalaureat en arts visuels au California Institute of the Arts de Valencia en
1979. Sa production artistique fait appel a une multitude de techniques: video, sculpture, installation,
performance et peinture. L'oeuvre d'Oursler a ete exposee dans des etablissements prestigieux tels le Walker
Art Center de Minneapolis, les documenta VIII et IX de Cassel, le Museum of Modern Art et le Whitney
Museum of American Art de New York, le Centre Georges-Pompidou de Paris, le Carnegie Museum of Art
de Pittsburgh, Skulptur Projekte de M&#252nster, le Museum Ludwig à Cologne, le musee Hirshhorn de
Washington et le Tate Liverpool. Oursler vit et travaille a New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Chris Robertson:

Now a day people who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources inside can be true or not need people to be aware of each details they get. How people have to be
smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler
book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the information in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Whitney Martinez:

The book untitled Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains her idea with easy way. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not
necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was written by famous author. The author will
take you in the new period of literary works. You can read this book because you can read more your smart
phone, or product, so you can read the book inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book,
you can wide open their official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice read.



Pamela Eckert:

Many people spending their time by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Imponderable: The Archives of
Tony Oursler which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's observe.

Hector Medlin:

With this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to get a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
record in your reading list is usually Imponderable: The Archives of Tony Oursler. This book that is
qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this publication you can get many advantages.
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