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This new edition of Karen O’Reilly’s popular Ethnographic Methods provides a
comprehensive and accessible introduction to the technical, practical and
philosophical issues that arise when employing traditional and innovative
research methods in relation to human agents.

Using a wide range of case studies and source material to illustrate the dilemmas
and resolutions that an ethnographic researcher may encounter, this textbook
guides the reader from the initial design and planning stages through to the
analysis and writing-up. It explores the historical and philosophical foundations
of ethnographic research and goes on to cover a range of relevant topics such as
participant observation, qualitative interviews, (focus) group interviews and
visual data collection and analysis.

Having been substantially revised and updated, the second edition includes new
discussions of emerging practices such as reflexive ethnography and
autoethnographic accounts, as well as an entire chapter dedicated to new
directions in the field – including virtual, mobile, multi-sited and global
ethnography.
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Editorial Review

Review

'There are people who think there is no need to teach Ethnographic methods to students, because they
think they are an innate tool of any ethnographers’ research equipment. Karen O'Reilly, however,
beautifully demonstrates in this book how much can be gained from teaching them. Had I read
O'Reilly's book when I did some amateur research on a group of Spanish traditional dancers once, I
would certainly have done a better job.'

'The book is a clear and plainly written introduction to...ethnographic methods and gives useful
directions so readers can get a deeper understanding of the subject through further reading and
suggested practical experience, one of the best improvements of this second edition. The book has also
been expanded and updated in response to the important developments of recent years.'

'In fact, the most arresting feature of the book is O’Reilly’s constant defence of the need of rigour,
critical thought and an honest reflexion on the limitations and benefits of the research methods used,
of being aware of the causes of bias....In the end, one of the strongest impressions the book leaves is
that it is not the sophistication of the methods used that gives scientific status to ethnography, but
reflexivity and being aware of what you are doing and why. Something, by the way, that is applicable
to any scientific discipline and is not always properly stressed.'
-Jordi Prats in Significance

 

About the Author
Karen O'Reilly is Professor of Sociology at Loughborough University, where she teaches tourism,
migration and advanced ethnographic methods.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Walter Reeves:

This book untitled Ethnographic Methods to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, that is
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular
book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book
too. It makes you more readily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Beverly Hill:

The particular book Ethnographic Methods will bring you to the new experience of reading any book. The
author style to explain the idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book you just read, this book very



ideal to you. The book Ethnographic Methods is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Thomas Taylor:

The actual book Ethnographic Methods has a lot of information on it. So when you make sure to read this
book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was published by the very famous author. Tom makes some
research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this book.

Tyler Dean:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Ethnographic Methods this guide consist a lot of the information of the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some analysis when he
makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.
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