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“Ted Hughes was a great man and a great poet because of his wholeness and his
simplicity and his unfaltering truth to his own sense of the world.” ?Seamus
Heaney

Originally, the medieval bestiary, or book of animals, set out to establish safe
distinctions?between them and us?but Ted Hughes’s poetry works always in a
contrary direction: showing what man and beast have in common, the reservoir
from which we all draw. In A Ted Hughes Bestiary, Alice Oswald’s selection is
arranged chronologically, with an eye to different books and styles, but equally to
those poems that embody animals rather than just describe them. Some poems
are here because, although not strictly speaking animal, they become so in the
process of writing; and in keeping with the bestiary tradition there are plenty of
imaginary animals?all concentratedly going about their business.

In Poetry in the Making, Hughes said that he thought of his poems as animals,
meaning that he wanted them to have “a vivid life of their own.” Distilled and
self-defining, A Ted Hughes Bestiary is subtly responsive to a central aspect of
Hughes’s achievement, while offering room to overlooked poems, and “to those
that have the wildest tunes.”
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Originally, the medieval bestiary, or book of animals, set out to establish safe distinctions?between them and
us?but Ted Hughes’s poetry works always in a contrary direction: showing what man and beast have in
common, the reservoir from which we all draw. In A Ted Hughes Bestiary, Alice Oswald’s selection is
arranged chronologically, with an eye to different books and styles, but equally to those poems that embody
animals rather than just describe them. Some poems are here because, although not strictly speaking animal,
they become so in the process of writing; and in keeping with the bestiary tradition there are plenty of
imaginary animals?all concentratedly going about their business.

In Poetry in the Making, Hughes said that he thought of his poems as animals, meaning that he wanted them
to have “a vivid life of their own.” Distilled and self-defining, A Ted Hughes Bestiary is subtly responsive to
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Editorial Review

Review
“Poets like Hughes?there are always a few in a century?are not just monuments. They reflect the narrative of
a poetry culture.” ?Eavan Boland

About the Author

Ted Hughes (1930–1998) was born in Mytholmroyd, England, and produced more than forty books of
poetry, prose, drama, translation, and children’s literature. His first book, The Hawk in the Rain, was
published in 1957, and his last collection, Birthday Letters, was named the Whitbread Book of the Year in
1998, also winning the Forward Prize and the T. S. Eliot Prize. He was appointed the Poet Laureate of the
United Kingdom in 1984.

Alice Oswald lives in Devon and is married, with three children. Dart, her second collection of poems, won
the T. S. Eliot Prize in 2002. Her most recent collection, Memorial, was awarded the 2013 Warwick Prize for
Writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Close to that you can your reading skill was fluently. A reserve A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems will make
you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of
you think this open or reading any book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they can
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or appropriate book with you?

Sandra Williams:

This book untitled A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy that book
in the book retail store or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too.
It makes you quicker to read this book, since you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is
no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Jack Harbin:

This A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems is fresh way for you who has curiosity to look for some information
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you
who still having bit of digest in reading this A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems can be the light food to suit your



needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the
form which can be reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in book form
make them feel tired even dizzy this reserve is the answer. So there is not any in reading a e-book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this
e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.

Tessa Krieger:

A lot of reserve has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by world wide web on social
media. You can choose the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is named of book A Ted Hughes Bestiary: Poems. You can include your knowledge by it. Without causing
the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most critical that,
you must aware about book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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