
We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers,
Partners, Rivals

By Gillian Gill

We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals By Gillian Gill

NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER

BONUS: This edition contains a reader's guide.

It was the most influential marriage of the nineteenth century–and one of history’
s most enduring love stories. Traditional biographies tell us that Queen Victoria
inherited the throne as a naïve teenager, when the British Empire was at the
height of its power, and seemed doomed to find failure as a monarch and misery
as a woman until she married her German cousin Albert and accepted him as her
lord and master. Now renowned chronicler Gillian Gill turns this familiar story
on its head, revealing a strong, feisty queen and a brilliant, fragile prince working
together to build a family based on support, trust, and fidelity, qualities neither
had seen much of as children. The love affair that emerges is far more
captivating, complex, and relevant than that depicted in any previous account.

The epic relationship began poorly. The cousins first met as teenagers for a few
brief, awkward, chaperoned weeks in 1836. At seventeen, charming rather than
beautiful, Victoria already “showed signs of wanting her own way.” Albert, the
boy who had been groomed for her since birth, was chubby, self-absorbed, and
showed no interest in girls, let alone this princess. So when they met again in
1839 as queen and presumed prince-consort-to-be, neither had particularly high
hopes. But the queen was delighted to discover a grown man, refined,
accomplished, and whiskered. “Albert is beautiful!” Victoria wrote, and she
proposed just three days later.

As Gill reveals, Victoria and Albert entered their marriage longing for intimate
companionship, yet each was determined to be the ruler. This dynamic would
continue through the years–each spouse, headstrong and impassioned, eager to
lead the marriage on his or her own terms. For two decades, Victoria and Albert
engaged in a very public contest for dominance. Against all odds, the marriage
succeeded, but it was always a work in progress. And in the end, it was Albert’s
early death that set the Queen free to create the myth of her marriage as a
peaceful idyll and her husband as Galahad, pure and perfect.
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As Gill shows, the marriage of Victoria and Albert was great not because it was
perfect but because it was passionate and complicated. Wonderfully nuanced,
surprising, often acerbic–and informed by revealing excerpts from the pair’s
journals and letters–We Two is a revolutionary portrait of a queen and her
prince, a fascinating modern perspective on a couple who have become a legend.
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relevant than that depicted in any previous account.
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weeks in 1836. At seventeen, charming rather than beautiful, Victoria already “showed signs of wanting her
own way.” Albert, the boy who had been groomed for her since birth, was chubby, self-absorbed, and
showed no interest in girls, let alone this princess. So when they met again in 1839 as queen and presumed
prince-consort-to-be, neither had particularly high hopes. But the queen was delighted to discover a grown
man, refined, accomplished, and whiskered. “Albert is beautiful!” Victoria wrote, and she proposed just three
days later.

As Gill reveals, Victoria and Albert entered their marriage longing for intimate companionship, yet each was
determined to be the ruler. This dynamic would continue through the years–each spouse, headstrong and
impassioned, eager to lead the marriage on his or her own terms. For two decades, Victoria and Albert
engaged in a very public contest for dominance. Against all odds, the marriage succeeded, but it was always
a work in progress. And in the end, it was Albert’s early death that set the Queen free to create the myth of
her marriage as a peaceful idyll and her husband as Galahad, pure and perfect.

As Gill shows, the marriage of Victoria and Albert was great not because it was perfect but because it was
passionate and complicated. Wonderfully nuanced, surprising, often acerbic–and informed by revealing
excerpts from the pair’s journals and letters–We Two is a revolutionary portrait of a queen and her prince, a
fascinating modern perspective on a couple who have become a legend.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Book Description
It was the most influential marriage of the nineteenth century--and one of history’s most enduring love
stories. Traditional biographies tell us that Queen Victoria inherited the throne as a naïve teenager, when the
British Empire was at the height of its power, and seemed doomed to find failure as a monarch and misery as
a woman until she married her German cousin Albert and accepted him as her lord and master. Now
renowned chronicler Gillian Gill turns this familiar story on its head, revealing a strong, feisty queen and a
brilliant, fragile prince working together to build a family based on support, trust, and fidelity, qualities
neither had seen much of as children. The love affair that emerges is far more captivating, complex, and
relevant than that depicted in any previous account.

The epic relationship began poorly. The cousins first met as teenagers for a few brief, awkward, chaperoned
weeks in 1836. At seventeen, charming rather than beautiful, Victoria already “showed signs of wanting her
own way.” Albert, the boy who had been groomed for her since birth, was chubby, self-absorbed, and
showed no interest in girls, let alone this princess. So when they met again in 1839 as queen and presumed
prince-consort-to-be, neither had particularly high hopes. But the queen was delighted to discover a grown
man, refined, accomplished, and whiskered. “Albert is beautiful!” Victoria wrote, and she proposed just three
days later.

As Gill reveals, Victoria and Albert entered their marriage longing for intimate companionship, yet each was
determined to be the ruler. This dynamic would continue through the years--each spouse, headstrong and
impassioned, eager to lead the marriage on his or her own terms. For two decades, Victoria and Albert
engaged in a very public contest for dominance. Against all odds, the marriage succeeded, but it was always
a work in progress. And in the end, it was Albert’s early death that set the Queen free to create the myth of
her marriage as a peaceful idyll and her husband as Galahad, pure and perfect.

As Gill shows, the marriage of Victoria and Albert was great not because it was perfect but because it was
passionate and complicated. Wonderfully nuanced, surprising, often acerbic--and informed by revealing
excerpts from the pair’s journals and letters--We Two is a revolutionary portrait of a queen and her prince, a
fascinating modern perspective on a couple who have become a legend.

Amazon Exclusive: An Essay by Gillian Gill



 When I was growing up in South Wales, the part of Great Britain best
known for coal mines, people like me did not write about royalty. We
left that to “nobs” like Countess Longford (alias Elizabeth Longford)
who were actually invited to coronations or to people like Cecil
Woodham-Smith whose double-barrelled surname and weird given
name proclaimed her membership of the elite public (i.e. private) school
set. My family was the kind that lined the route on a rare royal visit to
our provincial city, waving tiny union jacks.

Until my teens, my sister Rose and I were reared jointly by our mother and her mother. Mummy and Nana
lived together all their lives, quarreled every day, but shared a passion for the British royal family. In our
house, the pantheon of royals was worshipped with more fervor and regularity than we mustered at the plain
little branch of the Church of Wales just around the corner. The royals were glamour and romance, items
severely rationed in post-war Britain.

1953, the year of Queen Elizabeth II’s coronation, was a banner year for our family. My mother bought a
television set and invited her humbler relatives over to squint at the magnificent event on our twelve inch,
black and white set. There followed a street party and my grandmother, who had once apprenticed as a
milliner, contrived marvelous costumes for Rose and me. I was actually queen for the day with a long white
dress, purple robe, and crown, orb, and scepter.

But once my father retired from the Merchant Navy and took his place in the family, his carefully informed
left-wing politics took hold of me and my grandmother’s reverence for the royal family began to seem silly
and ignorant. When I was about seventeen, I made some flip remark about the abdication of King Edward
VIII which so infuriated Nana that she slapped my face. At the time I was shocked and wholly at a loss. Now
I think I understand. A handsome and engaging young king had once come to South Wales and spoken
movingly of the plight of the miners. Women of my grandmother’s generation had never forgotten it. Like
the rest of the general public in Britain, she had been carefully shielded by the press from any knowledge of
Edward VIII’s prenuptial dalliances and fascist opinions.

By 1965 I was a graduate of Cambridge University, the first of my family to attend university and a budding
academic. When it was announced that the Queen Mother would come to New Hall, my Cambridge college,
to open the new buildings, I was blasé to the point of disdain. But when I found myself curtseying and
carefully shaking the tips of Her Majesty’s gloved fingers, I was swept away by the mystique of royalty.
How delightful the Queen was in person and how proud my grandmother would be when she saw the photo
of me with the Queen Mum.

All of which is to explain why my book about Queen Victoria is prefaced by the old English saying: “A cat
may look at a king.” --Gillian Gill

(Photo © Linda Crosskey)
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Gillian Gill (in white dress) greeting the
Queen Mother at Cambridge University

in 1964.

Gillian Gill and her sister Rose at home
in Cardiff, Wales, dressed up to celebrate
the coronation of Queen Elizabeth II in

1953.

Gillian Gill in front of the statue of
Queen Victoria statue outside
Kensington Palace, London.

From Publishers Weekly
According to Gill (Nightingales), the age that has been labeled Victorian was, in its origins, Albertian. Prince
Albert was the chaste scion of a family of ambitious, debt-ridden, sexually corrupt misogynists, and his holy
war of moral strictness made him appear straitlaced, judgmental and sanctimonious. In marrying Victoria,
says Gill, Albert planned to take the reins of British power, though parliamentary rules didn't allow him to be
king. Gill paints a portrait of this marriage as a work in progress, in which the balance of power shifted
continually between queen and consort, but Victoria's repeated pregnancies caused a dramatic shift in
Albert's favor: he joined her meetings with ministers, and met or corresponded with the most powerful men
in England and abroad. His great accomplishment was keeping Great Britain out of the American Civil War;
he also served a stint as chancellor of Cambridge, bringing the university into the modern world. Despite
their constant battle for dominance, Victoria was always madly in love while Albert was pleased to be
adored. A lively, perceptive, impressively researched biography of what Gill terms a forerunner of today's
power couple. 16 pages of color illus.; b&w illus. throughout. (May 19)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
“Gillian Gill has written a superbly accessible account of the marriage of Queen Victoria and Albert of Saxe-
Coburg. She makes us understand that it was a union constantly pulled between two contradictory
imperatives: the need for the Queen to be supreme head of state and Albert her subject, and the requirement
that the nineteenth-century wife should be her husband's subordinate in every way. Gill grippingly recounts
the tensions and negotiations between Victoria and Albert, both in politics and in intimate and domestic life,
as they tried to reconcile this contradiction. She is particularly good on the couple's later life and their
relationships with their many children. Her book is the story not just of a marriage and a family but also of
the way in which Victoria appeared to grant Albert precedence but ultimately came to control the
relationship. After Albert's early death Victoria set about creating an enduring legend of her marriage and
inevitably emerged as both heroine and victor. Gill skillfully shows exactly how she did it.”—Stella Tillyard,
author of A Royal Affair and The Aristocrats

"Every marriage is a balancing act. In this absorbing book, Gillian Gill shows how the royal couple
counterpoised their partnership—and their passion—for twenty-one years while bearing the weight of the
world on their shoulders."—Daniel Mark Epstein, author of The Lincolns: Portrait of a Marriage



"Gillian Gill’s double biography, We Two, is intimate and delicious. Gill has a gift for finding the telling
details which bring the royal couple to life, and she has created a fascinating study of a woman negotiating
her supreme power in a male-dominated society and a traditional marriage. The push and pull between
Albert, who is a complicated mixture of rigidity and softness, and Victoria, reluctant mother of nine and
natural sovereign, makes a great story.”—Susan Q...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gene Kirkland:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite e-book and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals. Try to stumble
through book We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals as your good friend. It means that it can
to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever before.
Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every
thing by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this book.

Pedro Turk:

Book is actually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A e-book We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers,
Partners, Rivals will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think that open or reading any book make you bored. It isn't make you
fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for best book or suitable book with you?

Nancy Collins:

The feeling that you get from We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals could be the more deep
you rooting the information that hide inside words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to recognise but We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
simply anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this particular We Two: Victoria
and Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals instantly.

Mary Linkous:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book We Two: Victoria and Albert: Rulers, Partners,
Rivals was multi-colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book We Two: Victoria and
Albert: Rulers, Partners, Rivals has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until adolescents. For example



Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore not
at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose
the best book for you and try to like reading that.
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