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As the Civil War drew to a close, newly emancipated black women workers
made their way to Atlanta--the economic hub of the newly emerging urban and
industrial south--in order to build an independent and free life on the rubble of
their enslaved past. In an original and dramatic work of scholarship, Tera Hunter
traces their lives in the postbellum era and reveals the centrality of their labors to
the African-American struggle for freedom and justice. Household laborers and
washerwomen were constrained by their employers' domestic worlds but
constructed their own world of work, play, negotiation, resistance, and
community organization.

Hunter follows African-American working women from their newfound
optimism and hope at the end of the Civil War to their struggles as free domestic
laborers in the homes of their former masters. We witness their drive as they
build neighborhoods and networks and their energy as they enjoy leisure hours in
dance halls and clubs. We learn of their militance and the way they resisted
efforts to keep them economically depressed and medically victimized. Finally,
we understand the despair and defeat provoked by Jim Crow laws and
segregation and how they spurred large numbers of black laboring women to
migrate north.

Hunter weaves a rich and diverse tapestry of the culture and experience of black
women workers in the post-Civil War south. Through anecdote and data, analysis
and interpretation, she manages to penetrate African-American life and labor and
to reveal the centrality of women at the inception--and at the heart--of the new
south.
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As the Civil War drew to a close, newly emancipated black women workers made their way to Atlanta--the
economic hub of the newly emerging urban and industrial south--in order to build an independent and free
life on the rubble of their enslaved past. In an original and dramatic work of scholarship, Tera Hunter traces
their lives in the postbellum era and reveals the centrality of their labors to the African-American struggle for
freedom and justice. Household laborers and washerwomen were constrained by their employers' domestic
worlds but constructed their own world of work, play, negotiation, resistance, and community organization.

Hunter follows African-American working women from their newfound optimism and hope at the end of the
Civil War to their struggles as free domestic laborers in the homes of their former masters. We witness their
drive as they build neighborhoods and networks and their energy as they enjoy leisure hours in dance halls
and clubs. We learn of their militance and the way they resisted efforts to keep them economically depressed
and medically victimized. Finally, we understand the despair and defeat provoked by Jim Crow laws and
segregation and how they spurred large numbers of black laboring women to migrate north.

Hunter weaves a rich and diverse tapestry of the culture and experience of black women workers in the post-
Civil War south. Through anecdote and data, analysis and interpretation, she manages to penetrate African-
American life and labor and to reveal the centrality of women at the inception--and at the heart--of the new
south.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
The Emancipation Proclamation of 1863 might have signaled the end of slavery, but the beginning of
freedom remained far out of sight for most of the four million enslaved African Americans living in the
South. Even after the Civil War, when thousands of former slaves flocked to southern cities in search of
work, they found the demands placed on them as wage-earners disturbingly similar to those they had faced
as slaves: seven-day workweeks, endless labor, and poor treatment. In To 'Joy My Freedom, author Tera W.
Hunter takes a close look at the lives of black women in the post-Civil War South and draws some
interesting conclusions. Hunter's interest in the subject was initially sparked by her research of the
washerwomen's strike of 1881. This labor protest by more than 3,000 Atlanta laundresses is symbolic,
Hunter posits, of African American women's ability to build communities and practice effective, if rough-
and-ready, political strategies outside the mainstream electoral system.

To 'Joy My Freedom is a fascinating look at the long-neglected story of black women in postwar southern
culture. Hunter examines the strategies these women (98 percent of whom worked as domestic servants)
used to cope with low wages and poor working conditions and their efforts to master the tools of
advancement, including literacy. Hunter explores not only the political, but the cultural, too, offering an in-
depth look at the distinctive music, dance, and theater that grew out of the black experience in the South.

From Library Journal
Hunter (history, Carnegie Mellon Univ.) examines the rich dimensions of the lives of ordinary black
Southern women, who were mainly confined to household labor as maids, nannies, cooks, and washerwomen
in urban centers from the postbellum era through the Great Migration during World War I. In Atlanta, these
freedwomen "were committed to balancing the need to earn a living with needs for emotional sustenance,
personal growth, and collective cultural experience." Hunter offers valuable explorations into the
complexities of African American feminine laborers and the contextualization of their lives. She is to be
applauded for providing scholars with easier access to source materials, particularly primary sources. An
important contribution to suffragist activism, feminist scholarship, and African American studies.?Edward G.
McCormack, Univ. of Southern Mississippi Gulf Coast, Long Beach
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
Although the subtitle suggests a work of larger scope, this is a modest social history that focuses on black
women in Atlanta from the 1860s through WW I. According to Hunter (History/Carnegie Mellon Univ.),
black women in postCivil War Atlanta were primarily domestic servants- -laundresses, cooks, nannies, and
maids--while the more lucrative and prestigious blue-collar women's jobs were reserved for white women.
These jobs were guarded jealously: In 1897, when 20 black women were hired to fold bags at the Fulton Bag
and Cotton Mill, the 200 white women who worked in the folding department walked off the job in protest.
Despite great difficulties, many black women were, Hunter notes, determined to see their families do better.
One northern journalist noted this: ``I visited the mill neighborhood of Atlanta to see how the poorer classes
of white people lived. I found one very comfortable home occupied by a family of mill employees. They
hired a Negro woman to cook for them, and while they sent their children to the mill to work, the cook sent
her children to school!'' In spite of the enormous odds, black women made some progress toward fairer
working and living conditions. One way they did this was by organizing: In 1881, striking black laundresses
even managed to coerce the small percentage of white laundresses to join them--an unusual display of



interracial cooperation. Black women cooks also made more of their paltry wages by ``pan-toting,'' or taking
home kitchen leftovers from their white employers, and laundresses would often borrow the clothing they
washed for special occasions. Eventually, though, many black women found these and other measures too
meager, and by 1920 hundreds of thousands had moved North in search of equality. A capsule look at the
travails and triumphs of black women after emancipation, too narrow in focus to appeal to general readers.
(15 photos, 2 maps, not seen) -- Copyright ©1997, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Gibson:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book.
They can be reading whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the
person who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you'll have this To 'Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women's
Lives and Labors after the Civil War.

David Patton:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
perhaps playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a publication. The book To 'Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women's Lives and
Labors after the Civil War it doesn't matter what good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this
book. These people were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to bring this
book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore simply to read this book from your smart phone. The
price is not to cover but this book has high quality.

Kelly Mays:

Why? Because this To 'Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women's Lives and Labors after the Civil War is
an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will shock you
with the secret the item inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who write the book in
such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the
meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to
regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your expertise and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to postpone having that book?
If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.



Casey Russell:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This particular To 'Joy My Freedom: Southern Black Women's Lives
and Labors after the Civil War can give you a lot of buddies because by you taking a look at this one book
you have point that they don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't understand, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have To 'Joy My
Freedom: Southern Black Women's Lives and Labors after the Civil War.
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