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For every Hamlet, there is a supporting cast; for every Mrs. Dalloway, an entire
realm of subordinate portraits. Yet if literary criticism cares at all about
significant detail, emergent patterns, and the subtleties in narrative, flat and
minor characters are crucial to an understanding of the fictional process itself.

Beginning with E. M. Forster's landmark study of flat and round characters, this
book is both a critical and writerly examination of the species: Why are certain
minor characters so salient in readers' minds, and why are flat characters often so
comic? Is a name enough to create a character, and if so, what is the vanishing
point of characterization? The walking allegory, the narrator, the disrupter, the
doppelgänger—how are they used, and to what effect? The Supporting Cast first
explores the theoretical limits of character, from structuralist taxonomies to
reader-response concerns, with examples culled from a wide range of literature.
The author then applies these concepts, in chapters of sustained analysis, to
works of Conrad, Forster, and Woolf. The work also provides comments on flat
and minor characters in other media and a full-scale character index of Woolf's
Jacob's Room.
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Beginning with E. M. Forster's landmark study of flat and round characters, this book is both a critical and
writerly examination of the species: Why are certain minor characters so salient in readers' minds, and why
are flat characters often so comic? Is a name enough to create a character, and if so, what is the vanishing
point of characterization? The walking allegory, the narrator, the disrupter, the doppelgänger—how are they
used, and to what effect? The Supporting Cast first explores the theoretical limits of character, from
structuralist taxonomies to reader-response concerns, with examples culled from a wide range of literature.
The author then applies these concepts, in chapters of sustained analysis, to works of Conrad, Forster, and
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Editorial Review

Review

“David Galef presents his research and analysis in an argument so convincing that readers will find it
extremely useful in terms of both its hermeneutic and epistemological views. He has produced insightful
responses to specific works by Joseph Conrad, E. M. Forster, and Virginia Woolf and has also offered useful
responses to broad questions relating to a range of aspects of narrative theory. Specifically, Galef gives
attention to the function within selected novels of individuals other than the principal figures, and he makes
additional distinctions between flat and minor characters through an argument made no less sophisticated by
its accessible prose style.”

—Michael Patrick Gillespie, Marquette University

About the Author

David Galef is Assistant Professor of English at the University of Mississippi.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jesus Sandiford:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book allowed The Supporting
Cast: A Study of Flat and Minor Characters? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You know beside you
can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with the opinion or
you have other opinion?

Lynnette Cash:

Precisely why? Because this The Supporting Cast: A Study of Flat and Minor Characters is an unordinary
book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will distress you with the secret
it inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who also write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning
totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your
skill and your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the publication store hurriedly.



George Seal:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not seeking The Supporting Cast: A Study
of Flat and Minor Characters that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know world a great deal better then
how they react towards the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading practice only for the geeky
particular person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to
start looking at as your good habit, you are able to pick The Supporting Cast: A Study of Flat and Minor
Characters become your personal starter.

James Brady:

That book can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Supporting Cast: A Study of Flat and Minor
Characters was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Supporting Cast: A
Study of Flat and Minor Characters has many kinds or category. Start from kids until young adults. For
example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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