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Dave Van Ronk (1936-2002) was one of the founding figures of the 1960s folk
revival, but he was far more than that. A pioneer of modern acoustic blues, a fine
songwriter and arranger, a powerful singer, and one of the most influential
guitarists of the '60s, he was also a marvelous storyteller, a peerless musical
historian, and one of the most quotable figures on the Village scene.

Featuring encounters with young stars-to-be like Bob Dylan and Joni Mitchell,
The Mayor of MacDougal Street is a vivid evocation of a singular time and
place--a feast not only for fans of folk music and blues, but for anyone interested
in the music, politics, and spirit of a revolutionary period in American culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
NewYorker.com, 9/30/13
"[A] wonderful memoir."

"Slate, " 12/2/13
"Your best guide when it comes to Inside Llewyn Davis--apart from what follows, of course--is Van Ronk's
posthumous memoir, "The Mayor of MacDougal Street"."

"New York Times", 11/30/13
"[A] sharp cantankerous memoir."

NewYorker.com, 9/30/13

"[A] wonderful memoir."

"Slate, " 12/2/13

"Your best guide when it comes to Inside Llewyn Davis--apart from what follows, of course--is Van Ronk's
posthumous memoir, "The Mayor of MacDougal Street"."

"New York Times", 11/30/13

"[A] sharp cantankerous memoir."

"New York Review of Books"blog, 12/16/2013

"The movie extensively mines Van Ronk's remarkable posthumous memoir"The Mayor of MacDougal
Street"(seamlessly compiled from interviews by Elijah Wald; Da Capo, 2005) for scenes, anecdotes, and
details of background, and its protagonist, Llewyn Davis (played by Oscar Isaac) sings songs closely
associated with Van Ronk."

"Seattle Times, "12/15/2013

"[A] delightful, keenly-observed, cantankerous autobiography...which, if you love 'Inside Llewyn Davis' you
owe it to yourself to read."

"Paste Magazine", 12/12/2013



"[An] acclaimed and enjoyable memoir."

NewYorker.com, 1/22/2014

""The Mayor of MacDougal Street" is one of the dozen best books ever written about a New York life and
time: dense with wisdom, humor, judgment, and an amazingly vivid recreation of the rites and rituals and
characters of a whole lost world and scene."

Praise for "The Mayor of MacDougal Street"
NewYorker.com, 9/30/13
[A] wonderful memoir.
"Slate, " 12/2/13
Your best guide when it comes to Inside Llewyn Davisapart from what follows, of courseis Van Ronk s
posthumous memoir, "The Mayor of MacDougal Street."
"New York Times," 11/30/13
[A] sharp cantankerous memoir.
The Culture Trip, 4/1/16
Gives the play-by-play for a musical movement that was humble in origin, but huge in populous fervor.
Woody Guthrie; Joan Baez; Pete Seeger; Richie Havens; Bob Dylan, Peter, Paul and Mary; plus dozens
more, they all live and breathe within these pagesOne of folk s unsung heroes, Van Ronk mixes poetry and
revolution, rolled into a posthumously released autobiography as much a history of the Village, and the folk
venues that made it famous, as the life story of its Mayor.
"

About the Author
In the course of his forty-year career, Dave Van Ronk recorded more than two dozen albums, toured on four
continents, was nominated for two Grammys, and received an ASCAP Lifetime Achievement Award.
Coauthor Elijah Wald wrote the acclaimed study of the myth, music, and life of blues legend Robert
Johnson, "Escaping the Delta." He also wrote the biography "Josh White: Society Blues" as well as
"Narcocorrido: A Journey into the Music of Drugs, Guns, and Guerrillas." A musician and journalist, he
lives in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jennifer Dillon:

The book The Mayor of MacDougal Street [2013 edition]: A Memoir can give more knowledge and
information about everything you want. So just why must we leave the good thing like a book The Mayor of
MacDougal Street [2013 edition]: A Memoir? A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one
aim that book can give many info for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your
book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could give for each other; it is possible to share all of
these. Book The Mayor of MacDougal Street [2013 edition]: A Memoir has simple shape but the truth is
know: it has great and large function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a
publication. So it is very wonderful.



Dolores Parker:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, limited story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping The Mayor of MacDougal Street
[2013 edition]: A Memoir that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this
book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading routine only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start looking at
as your good habit, you are able to pick The Mayor of MacDougal Street [2013 edition]: A Memoir become
your personal starter.

Virgina Scheffer:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes looking at, not only science book and also novel and The Mayor of MacDougal Street
[2013 edition]: A Memoir as well as others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps
students especially. Those publications are helping them to add their knowledge. In additional case, beside
science publication, any other book likes The Mayor of MacDougal Street [2013 edition]: A Memoir to make
your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Lauren Robinson:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a publication. They are directly felt the idea
when they get a half regions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Mayor of MacDougal Street
[2013 edition]: A Memoir to make your current reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the opinion about book and studying especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the book The Mayor of MacDougal Street [2013 edition]: A Memoir can
to be a newly purchased friend when you're truly feel alone and confuse with the information must you're
doing of that time.
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