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Architecture needs mechanisms that allow it to become connected to culture. It
achieves this by continually capturing the forces that shape society as material to
work with. Architecture's materiality is therefore a composite one, made up of
visible forces (structural, functional, physical) as well as invisible forces
(cultural, political, temporal). Architecture progresses through new concepts that
connect with these forces, manifesting itself in new aesthetic compositions and
affects. Ornament is the by-product of this process, through which architectural
material is organized to transmit unique affects. This book is a graphic guide to
ornaments in the twentieth century. It unveils the function of ornament as the
agent for specific affects, dismantling the idea that ornament is applied to
buildings as a discrete or non-essential entity. Each case operates through greater
or lesser depth to exploit specific synergies between the exterior and the interior,
constructing an internal order between ornament and material. These internal
orders produce expressions that are contemporary, yet whose affects are resilient
in time.
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Architecture needs mechanisms that allow it to become connected to culture. It achieves this by continually
capturing the forces that shape society as material to work with. Architecture's materiality is therefore a
composite one, made up of visible forces (structural, functional, physical) as well as invisible forces
(cultural, political, temporal). Architecture progresses through new concepts that connect with these forces,
manifesting itself in new aesthetic compositions and affects. Ornament is the by-product of this process,
through which architectural material is organized to transmit unique affects. This book is a graphic guide to
ornaments in the twentieth century. It unveils the function of ornament as the agent for specific affects,
dismantling the idea that ornament is applied to buildings as a discrete or non-essential entity. Each case
operates through greater or lesser depth to exploit specific synergies between the exterior and the interior,
constructing an internal order between ornament and material. These internal orders produce expressions that
are contemporary, yet whose affects are resilient in time.
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Editorial Review

Review
This book represents a return to architectural research as drawing. If it's a harbinger for 2007, I'm excited to
see what else Actar and whoever else dares to draw can come up with. --Archinect

The Function of Ornament is a primer for the digital age, with Foreign Office Architects Farshid Moussavi
demonstrating how the computer is as fine a form generator as any pattern book. --Wallpaper Magazine

-- A remarkable array of forms. --Metropolis Magazine

Undeniably powerful. -- Architect's Journal

A compelling study of affect manifest in clearly presented case studies with savy representations of various
architectural techniques. --Documents

A thoroughly and beautifully illustrated book that gives a broad overview of the various affects achieved by
mostly contemporary buildings. --Archidose

A thoroughly and beautifully illustrated book that gives a broad overview of the various affects achieved by
mostly contemporary buildings. --Archidose

The impressive array of diagrams are extremely clear and useful... If you are looking for component and
systems analysis of projects such as Future Systems' amorphous Selfridges Department Store or Herzog and
de Meuron's embossed copper skin at the De Young Museum; look no further. --Death By Architecture

A thoroughly and beautifully illustrated book that gives a broad overview of the various affects achieved by
mostly contemporary buildings. --Archidose

The impressive array of diagrams are extremely clear and useful... If you are looking for component and
systems analysis of projects such as Future Systems' amorphous Selfridges Department Store or Herzog and
de Meuron's embossed copper skin at the De Young Museum; look no further. --Death By Architecture

About the Author
Farshid Moussavi is Professor in Practice in the Department of Architecture, Harvard University Graduate
School of Design. Her London-based firm, Foreign Office Architects (FOA), is recognized as one of the
most creative design firms in the world, deftly integrating architecture, urban design, and landscape
architecture in their projects. They have produced numerous critically-acclaimed and award-winning
international projects, most notably the Yokohama Ferry Terminal in Japan. Prior to establishing Foreign
Office Architects (with Alejandro Zaera Polo) in London in 1992, she worked with the Renzo Piano Building
Workshop in Genoa and the Office for Metropolitan Architecture in Rotterdam. Michael Kubo is Teaching
Associate in Architecture at Harvard University Graduate School of Design and the US Director of ACTAR.
He graduated with an M.Arch from the Harvard Graduate School of Design, and with a B.A. in Architecture
from the University of Massachusetts-Amherst. With ACTAR, he is the editor of Desert America: Territory
of Paradox (2006), Verb Conditioning (2005), Seattle Public Library (2005), Verb Connection and Verb
Matters (2004), Phylogenesis: FOA's Ark (2003), and The Yokohama Project (2002). He previously
collaborated with Rem Koolhaas and OMA / AMO as Associate Editor for the Harvard Guide to Shopping



(2001), Great Leap Forward (2001), and Mutations (2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sharon Hall:

This book untitled The Function of Ornament to be one of several books that best seller in this year, that's
because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in
the book shop or you can order it through online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason
for you to past this e-book from your list.

Corine Ramirez:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Function of Ornament that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportinity for people to know world considerably better then how they react towards the
world. It can't be stated constantly that reading behavior only for the geeky person but for all of you who
wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you can
pick The Function of Ornament become your own personal starter.

Joseph Jenkins:

This The Function of Ornament is great guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information
for you who have always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This book reveal it
info accurately using great manage word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read it
hurriedly you can have whole information in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward
sentences but tough core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having The Function of Ornament
in your hand like finding the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that no
publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this guide already do that. So , this really is
good reading book. Hello Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that will?

Christina Evert:

Beside this The Function of Ornament in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the oven so don't end
up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Function of Ornament because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes
have book but you do not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this
in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the idea? Find this book along with read it from at this point!
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