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“Distinguished by an extraordinary empathy, a feeling of one’s way into the
minds of the sixteenth-century Spaniards and Indians . . . Provocative.” — New
York Times

“An extraordinary book. Combining rigorous historical research and profound
analysis with stylistic elegance, this work allows the reader to appreciate the
tragic and fabulous history of the Incan empire in all its richness and diversity. It
reads like the most skillful novel.” — Mario Vargas Llosa, winner of the Nobel
Prize in literature

In 1532, the magnificent Inca empire was the last great civilization still isolated
from the rest of humankind. The Conquest of the Incas is the definitive history of
this civilization’s overthrow, from the invasion by Pizarro’s small gang of
conquistadors and the Incas’ valiant attempts to expel the invaders to the
destruction of the Inca realm, the oppression of its people, and the modern
discoveries of Machu Picchu and the lost city of Vilcabamba. This authoritative,
wide-ranging account, grounded in meticulous research and firsthand knowledge
and told from the viewpoints of both protagonists, “keeps all the complex issues
to the fore . . . the deeper wonder of the conquest and the deeper horror of its
results” (Washington Post).

“The bible for historians and archaeologists studying the final days of the Inca.
For the past thirty years, The Conquest of the Incas has remained the most
influential book for Inca scholars. There is no other book which is even in the
same class.” — Brian S. Bauer, professor, University of Illinois at Chicago,
leading archaeologist of the Inca
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Editorial Review

Review
"'A superb work of narrative history' Antonia Fraser; 'It is a delight to praise a book of this quality which
combines careful scholarship with sparkling narrative skill' Philip Magnus, Sunday Times; 'A superbly vivid
history'" (The Times )

From the Back Cover

Distinguished by an extraordinary empathy, a feeling of one s way into the minds of the sixteenth-century
Spaniards and Indians . . . Provocative. "New York Times"
An extraordinary book. Combining rigorous historical research and profound analysis with stylistic elegance,
this work allows the reader to appreciate the tragic and fabulous history of the Incan empire in all its richness
and diversity. It reads like the most skillful novel. Mario Vargas Llosa, winner of the Nobel Prize in
literature
In 1532, the magnificent Inca empire was the last great civilization still isolated from the rest of humankind.
"The Conquest of the Incas" is the definitive history of this civilization s overthrow, from the invasion by
Pizarro s small gang of conquistadors and the Incas valiant attempts to expel the invaders to the destruction
of the Inca realm, the oppression of its people, and the modern discoveries of Machu Picchu and the lost city
of Vilcabamba. This authoritative, wide-ranging account, grounded in meticulous research and firsthand
knowledge and told from the viewpoints of both protagonists, keeps all the complex issues to the fore . . . the
deeper wonder of the conquest and the deeper horror of its results ("Washington Post").
The bible for historians and archaeologists studying the final days of the Inca. For the past thirty years, "The
Conquest of the Incas" has remained the most influential book for Inca scholars. There is no other book
which is even in the same class. Brian S. Bauer, professor, University of Illinois at Chicago, leading
archaeologist of the Inca"

About the Author

John Hemming was Director of the Royal Geographic Society in London from 1975 to 1996. He has
travelled throughout Peru and much of Amazonia on a series of surveying and environmental research
expeditions, often in unexplored forests. He has probably visited more indigenous tribes than any other non-
Brazilian, including four at the time of their first contact. In addition to The Conquest of the Incas, his
sixteen books include Monuments of the Incas, The Search for El Dorado, a three-volume history of Brazil’s
indigenous peoples (Red Gold, Amazon Frontier, Die If You Must) and Tree of Rivers. For this work, Peru
honored him with the El Sol del Perú award and the grand cross of the Order of Merit; Brazil gave him the
Order of the Southern Cross; and Britain, the Order of St Michael and St George. He has a D. Litt doctorate
from Oxford, and other honorary doctorates and fellowships. John Hemming is also chairman of a company
publishing trade magazines and organizing trade exhibitions, and a trustee of various charities.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Miguel:

This The Conquest of the Incas book is absolutely not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in
your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is usually information inside this book incredible



fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. That The
Conquest of the Incas without we realize teach the one who examining it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't always be worry The Conquest of the Incas can bring whenever you are and not make your
tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even mobile
phone. This The Conquest of the Incas having good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Cortes:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of
you maybe will certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but
the problems coming to anyone is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Conquest of the
Incas is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you
want and want in this era.

Richard Williams:

Beside that The Conquest of the Incas in your phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new
knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from oven so don't be
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Conquest of the Incas
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you at times have book but you rarely
get what it's interesting features of. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your
hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to
miss the idea? Find this book and read it from currently!

Barry Bennett:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And also you
know that little person including reading or as reading through become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your own teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update about something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them is actually The Conquest of the
Incas.
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