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One of the most popular forms of international entertainment, the circus remains
almost entirely absent from scholarly studies of theatrical forms. Rings of Desire
is an introduction to the cultural history of the circus and its aesthetic reaches.
Helen Stoddart outlines the particular challenges this live, dangerous, and body-
centered form presents to literary and film representation, exploring works by
Charles Dickens, Federico Fellini, and Wim Wenders. It offers new ways of
thinking about the meaning and significance of the circus as a uniquely modern
form of art and entertainment.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
That archaic fantasy machine that for generations has spun the circus into an adolescent and artistic French
Foreign Legion for runaways and misfits continues to provide dramatic grist for authors, both popular and
academic, who seek to explicate both its charms and its illusions. Like Nell Stroud's recent account of circus
life (Josser, LJ 2/1/01), Frega's work is an inside-out treatment of the circus cosmos but here as told through
the multigenerational story of the Hubers Betty, Fritzi, and Bobby. The Hubers are circus bloods and
brethren, and their stories, interviews, and anecdotes create a fascinating and immediate narrative of
performance, struggle, and the insatiable desire to perpetuate a uniquely nomadic and creative life through
constant reinterpretations and definitions of identity. Over a period of time, as the Hubers accept scholar and
university professor Frega as a trusted chronicler, a lucid portrait of this singularly attractive and bitterly
harsh world emerges. Conversely, Stoddart (English and film, Keele Univ., England) presents a decidedly
academic treatment of both the aesthetics and cultural history of the circus and the multitudinous economic
and social changes it is facing. In the second part of the book, Stoddart applies the circus as an aesthetic
template to consider the inherent challenges it makes to literature and film. Stoddart's text will work best for
academics, but Frega's story is heartily endorsed for all performance collections. Barry X. Miller, Austin
P.L., TX
Copyright 2001 Reed Business Information, Inc.

About the Author

Helen Stoddart is Lecturer in English and Film Studies at Keele University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Raynor:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible Rings of
Desire: Circus History and Representation? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know
beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree
with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Clayton Johnson:

This Rings of Desire: Circus History and Representation are usually reliable for you who want to be a
successful person, why. The reason of this Rings of Desire: Circus History and Representation can be on the
list of great books you must have is giving you more than just simple examining food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it just
about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Rings of
Desire: Circus History and Representation forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich



vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it
appreciate reading.

Neil Espinoza:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, brief story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not attempting Rings of Desire: Circus
History and Representation that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this
book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world much better then
how they react to the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky
individual but for all of you who wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as
your good habit, you can pick Rings of Desire: Circus History and Representation become your current
starter.

Paul Queen:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find publication
that need more time to be learn. Rings of Desire: Circus History and Representation can be your answer
given it can be read by you who have those short time problems.
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