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Editorial Review

Review

"One of the great strengths of James M. Cox's challenging study lies in his demonstration that Mark Twain'
was not the writer's alter ego but a gesture, the meaning of which was to continue emerging through Samuel
Clemens's life'. . . . On the identity of Mark Twain' and on other matters of primarily biographical
interpretation, few scholars have been so illuminating."—South Atlantic Quarterly

"Professor Cox's study of Mark Twain and his writings is a major contribution to our understanding of
America's most popular writer. On such perplexing biographical questions as Olivia Clemens's influence
upon her husband's work, Cox is clear and convincing. On such thorny critical questions as the ending of
Huckleberry Finn,' the authority of the printed version of A Mysterious Stranger,' and the appropriate form of
presentation for the Autobiography,' his opinions are judicious and authoritative. His book, however,
deserves even higher praise, for it is something more than a study of one author; it is a model discussion of
the psychology of humor. Its distinctions between humor and satire and its clarification of the relation
between the humorous and what critics unthinkingly call the serious' will be of interest and value to every
student of the comic."—Virginia Quarterly Review

"This is the kind of book that reads as if the subject had scarcely been touched, a book that is at once wholly
basic and wholly new."—New England Quarterly

"Mr. Cox with few false steps has followed a difficult path to its inevitable conclusion, and has produced the
most thoughtful—though serious—and most thought-provoking study of Mark Twain of his
generation."—Southern Review

"Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor is . . . a model of literary criticism: sensitive, judicious, beautifully written.
. . . He joins that small group of writers—Paine, Brooks, DeVoto, Smith, Andrews, Blair, Kaplan—who have
contributed most to our understanding of Mark Twain."—Nineteenth-Century Fiction

From the Publisher
For this edition of Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor, the author has written a new introduction showing how
and why Mark Twain remains a central figure in American life; he has also appended an essay disclosing
why Adventures of Huckleberry Finn will always be a hard book to take.



About the Author

James M. Cox is Professor Emeritus of English at Dartmouth College. He is the author of Recovering
Literature’s Lost Ground: Essays in American Autobiography and the editor of the Penguin edition of Mark
Twain’s Life on the Mississippi.

The Mark Twain and His Circle Series, edited by Tom Quirk and John Bird

Users Review

From reader reviews:

John Cleveland:

The particular book Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor will bring you to definitely the new experience of
reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor is much
recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quickly to
read the book.

James Fomby:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or daughters,
there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their talent in
writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book. One of them is this Mark Twain: The
Fate of Humor.

Gayle Skinner:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with
family or just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading
through a book. Ugh, think reading a book will surely hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It
fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Mark Twain: The Fate
of Humor which is finding the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's view.

Cinthia Jacobsen:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your chosen book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many query for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some



people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor or
maybe others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel
desire to read more and more. Science guide was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those
guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science reserve, any other book
likes Mark Twain: The Fate of Humor to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like
this.
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