
Holy Sites Encircled: The Early Byzantine
Concentric Churches of Jerusalem (Oxford
Studies in Byzantium)

By Vered Shalev-Hurvitz

Holy Sites Encircled: The Early Byzantine Concentric Churches of
Jerusalem (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) By Vered Shalev-Hurvitz

The round and octagonal churches of Jerusalem were the earliest of their kind.
Powerful, monumental structures, recalling imperial mausolea and temples, they
enshrined the holiest sites of Christianity. Constantine himself ordered the
building of the first ones immediately after the council of Nicaea (325), his main
objective being the authentication of Jesus's existence in Jerusalem in accordance
with the council's resolutions, but the sites he chose in Palestine also obliterated
reminiscences of Jewish or Pagan domination.

Holy Sites Encircled demonstrates that all four concentric churches of Jerusalem
encircled new holy sites exclusively relating to the corporeal existence of Jesus
or Mary, and that they were self-contained, and apse-less because the liturgy,
including the Mass, was performed from the venerated centre. Offering intimate
concentric spaces, as well as perpetual processions around these sites, they
promoted the development of new feasts, shaping the city's liturgy and that of the
whole Christian world. They were found especially suitable to compete with
former religious landmarks and therefore many of their descendants outside
Jerusalem were cathedrals.

This volume begins with the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which replaced a
pagan temple in Jerusalem city centre, and concludes with the Dome of the Rock,
a unique Muslim structure, which was built by the Ummayads on the very site of
the ruined Jewish Temple on Mount Moriah, using the concentric architecture of
Jerusalem to establish their new authority. Illustrating how architectural form
links together culture, politics, and society it explores the perceptions and
architectural models that shaped these unusual churches and their impact, in both
ideas and design, on future architecture.
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The round and octagonal churches of Jerusalem were the earliest of their kind. Powerful, monumental
structures, recalling imperial mausolea and temples, they enshrined the holiest sites of Christianity.
Constantine himself ordered the building of the first ones immediately after the council of Nicaea (325), his
main objective being the authentication of Jesus's existence in Jerusalem in accordance with the council's
resolutions, but the sites he chose in Palestine also obliterated reminiscences of Jewish or Pagan domination.

Holy Sites Encircled demonstrates that all four concentric churches of Jerusalem encircled new holy sites
exclusively relating to the corporeal existence of Jesus or Mary, and that they were self-contained, and apse-
less because the liturgy, including the Mass, was performed from the venerated centre. Offering intimate
concentric spaces, as well as perpetual processions around these sites, they promoted the development of
new feasts, shaping the city's liturgy and that of the whole Christian world. They were found especially
suitable to compete with former religious landmarks and therefore many of their descendants outside
Jerusalem were cathedrals.

This volume begins with the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, which replaced a pagan temple in Jerusalem city
centre, and concludes with the Dome of the Rock, a unique Muslim structure, which was built by the
Ummayads on the very site of the ruined Jewish Temple on Mount Moriah, using the concentric architecture
of Jerusalem to establish their new authority. Illustrating how architectural form links together culture,
politics, and society it explores the perceptions and architectural models that shaped these unusual churches
and their impact, in both ideas and design, on future architecture.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The analysis of the literary sources should be singled out for particular praise as the most thorough
encountered in scholarship. The author's careful reading of the texts of Eusebius and Cyril of Jerusalem
demonstrate convincingly that the Anastasis Rotunda was planned and built under Constantine and not added
later as many have supposed." -- Bryn Mawr Classical Review

About the Author

Vered Shalev-Hurvitz, Researcher, University of Oxford

Vered Shalev-Hurvitz has taught History of Medieval and Byzantine Art and Architecture in Bezalel
Academy of Arts and Design, Jerusalem. Her current research (Wolfson College and Oxford Centre for Late
Antiquity) focuses on early Byzantine architecture.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't need do
that. You must know how great and also important the book Holy Sites Encircled: The Early Byzantine
Concentric Churches of Jerusalem (Oxford Studies in Byzantium). All type of book is it possible to see on
many options. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Ruby Pritchett:

The e-book untitled Holy Sites Encircled: The Early Byzantine Concentric Churches of Jerusalem (Oxford
Studies in Byzantium) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book
content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share
for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Holy Sites Encircled: The Early
Byzantine Concentric Churches of Jerusalem (Oxford Studies in Byzantium) from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.



Deb Valdez:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the free time or they will
get lots of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is Holy Sites Encircled: The Early Byzantine Concentric Churches of Jerusalem (Oxford Studies in
Byzantium).

Edward McClung:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It
is identified as of book Holy Sites Encircled: The Early Byzantine Concentric Churches of Jerusalem
(Oxford Studies in Byzantium). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without departing the printed
book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one location to other place.
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