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The question of how children become eager, motivated learners and caring,
responsible citizens has perplexed educators around the world. Educating Hearts
and Minds, a portrait of Japanese preschool and early elementary education,
offers a fresh perspective on these questions. Its thesis--which will surprise many
Americans--is that Japanese schools are successful because they meet children's
needs for friendship, belonging, and contribution. This book brings to life what
actually happens inside Japanese classrooms. In a sharp departure from most
previous accounts, this book suggests that Japanese education succeeds because
all children--not just the brightest or best-behaved--somehow come to feel like
valued members of the school community. Ironically, Japanese teachers credit
John Dewey and other progressive Western educators for many of the techniques
that make Japanese schools both caring and challenging, but that never caught on
in this country. This book brings to Americans the voices of Japanese classroom
teachers--voices that are at once deeply consonant with American aspirations and
deeply provocative.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...a major contribution to the study of early childhood education. This book is useful in a wide variety of
instructional settings: from basic courses on Japanese culture to introductory education classes. I would
especially recommend it for use in preservice teacher development courses, as the book not only demolishes
many pernicious myths about Japan, but also raises fundamental questions about American assumptions
regarding early childhood education." Education About Asia

"With this remarkable book, Lewis joins the top rank of Americans writing about Japanese education. Her
book is accessible and engaging, written in a personal, clear, and jargon-free style, and is filled with lively
examples. It overturns many assumptions and cliches....Libraries that hold only a few books on
contemporary Japanese education should have this one alongside seminal works of Thomas Rohlen, Merry
White, Joy Hendry, Lois Peak, and Joseph Tobin." Choice

"Lewis has made a real contribution to our understanding of early school education in Japan, and by
implication, how children become Japanese." Kyoko Inoue, Curriculum Studies

"Lewis brings forth these themes and conveys them through the use of indigenous paradigms and metaphors.
She offers the average student some simple yet powerful ways to make sense of modern Japanese culture."
Gerald LeTendre, Resources

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Leonard Palmer:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the book entitled Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections on Japanese Preschool and
Elementary Education. Try to make book Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections on Japanese Preschool
and Elementary Education as your pal. It means that it can to be your friend when you feel alone and beside
that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you
much more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and
also knowledge with this book.

Beatrice Flanagan:

Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections on Japanese Preschool and Elementary Education can be one of
your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this e-book has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still
delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in
writing Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections on Japanese Preschool and Elementary Education although
doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource data that



maybe you can be one among it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
contemplating.

Walton Han:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections
on Japanese Preschool and Elementary Education guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how
to make book that can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still hesitation Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections on Japanese Preschool and Elementary Education as
good book not simply by the cover but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't determine
book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your reading
through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Cory Thomas:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or even make
summary for some publication, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for yourself. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Educating Hearts and Minds: Reflections on Japanese Preschool and
Elementary Education can make you sense more interested to read.
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