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In his semina work The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World
Order, Samuel Huntington argued provocatively and presciently that with the
end of the cold war, “civilizations” were replacing ideologies as the new fault
linesin international politics.

Now in his controversial new work, Who Are We?, Huntington focuses on an
identity crisis closer to home as he examines the impact other civilizations and
their values are having on our own country.

Americawas founded by British settlers who brought with them a distinct
culture, says Huntington, including the English language, Protestant values,
individualism, religious commitment, and respect for law. The waves of
immigrants that later came to the United States gradually accepted these values
and assimilated into America's Anglo-Protestant culture. More recently, however,
our national identity has been eroded by the problems of assimilating massive
numbers of primarily Hispanic immigrants and challenged by issues such as
bilingualism, multiculturalism, the deval uation of citizenship, and the
“denationalization” of American elites.

September 11 brought areviva of American patriotism and arenewal of
American identity, but already there are signs that this revival is fading.
Huntington argues the need for usto reassert the core values that make us
Americans. Timely and thought-provoking, Who Are We? is an important book
that is certain to shape our national conversation about who we are.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

In his seminal The Clash of Civilizations, Huntington anticipated the United States' battle with militant
Islam. Here he turns his laser on America-or, rather, America as he thinks it ought to be. Despite its clinical
tone, this book is an aggressive polemic whose central argument-that America, at heart, has been and in
many ways should remain a Christian, Anglocentric country-wouldn't be out of place on many a conservative
radio station. The author seeks at length to prove that the American Creed, which he defines as a Protestant-
influenced ideology modeled on the British system, was the founders original intent and remains America's
best course. He then turns to many of the usual subjects-the imperiled primacy of English, the dangers of
immigration and multiculturalism-to make his case. He argues that a growing divide between the patriotic
working class and "denationalized elites' will lead to internal fissures. Where those findings can lead is
another question. For instance, he predicts a movement of white nativism. This movement while not
"advocating white racist supremacy" would still believe that the "mixing of races and hence culture is the
road to national degeneration." The book is also marred by a number of self-contradictions; for example,
Huntington draws heavily on the founders to make a nationalist case even as he acknowledges that notions of
Americanism (as opposed to allegiancesto individual states) became popular only after the Civil War.
Exhaustively researched and occasionally inspired, this polemic remains more often filled with colorless and
ineffectual writing that will provide evidence for the converted but do little to persuade the doubters.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist

Perhaps best known for The Clash of Civilizations and the Remaking of World Order (1996), the us-against-
them polemic that inspired many international relations dissertations, prolific political scientist Huntington
aims his latest book at domestic affairs. America, he argues, isin the midst of an identity crisis. Immigration,
multiculturalism, secularism, and the end of the cold war have led to a watering down of what it means to be
American, and at an especially crucia time, when Americanism is under attack worldwide. The solution?
Americans need to get in touch with their English-speaking Anglo-Protestant roots, defined in what he calls
the "American Creed" and demonstrated through 300 years of cultural salience. September 11 marks, for the
author, an opportunity for Americans to come together in reinvigorated nationalism and reinvented American
culture. Armed with statistics and historical analyses, Huntington performs significant contortions to
successfully avoid seeming racist or intolerant. He remains, however, highly polemic, with sharp jabs at
multiculturalism and bilingualism sure to alienate many readers. Brendan Driscoll

Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

"Samuel P. Huntington has written a book that poses some of the critical questions facing our nation...[and]
tackles these questions with passionate intensity."

-- Tamar Jacoby, The Washington Post

"Huntington has written a compelling book on the virtues that make Americawhat it is."

-- William McGurn, The Wall Street Journal
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Users Review
From reader reviews:
Albert Christensen:

Book iswritten, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can learn everything you want by a book. Book
has a different type. We al know that that book isimportant issue to bring us around the world. Beside that
you can your reading ability was fluently. A publication Who Are We?: The Challenges to America's
National Identity will make you to end up being smarter. Y ou can feel alot more confidence if you can know
about every thing. But some of you think which open or reading a new book make you bored. It's not make
you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

LisalLee

Book isto be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asit is known to us that
book is very important for al of us. The book Who Are We?. The Challenges to Americas National Identity
was making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It is
extremely advantages for you. The book Who Are We?: The Challenges to America's National |dentity is not
only giving you alot more new information but also to be your friend when you sense bored. Y ou can spend
your spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship using the book Who Are We?: The
Challengesto America's National Identity. Y ou never redly feel lose out for everything if you read some
books.

Daryl Church:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the title Who Are We?: The
Challengesto America's National Identity suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known
writer in this era. The book untitled Who Are We?: The Challengesto Americas National Identityis the main
one of several books that will everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of peoplein the world.
When you read this e-book you will enter the new dimension that you ever know previous to. The author
explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
publication. This book will give you awide range of information about thisworld now. To help you to see
the represented of the world within this book.

John Yates:

The e-book with title Who Are We?: The Challenges to America's National Identity contains alot of
information that you can find out it. Y ou can get alot of help after read this book. Thiskind of book exist
new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the world now. That is
important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you with new era
of the globalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you
want.
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