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Urban Design the American Experience Jon Lang Urban Design: The American
Experience places social and environmental concerns within the context of
American history. It returns the focus of urban design to the creation of a better
world. It evaluates the efforts of designers who apply knowledge about the
environment and people to the creation of livable, enjoyable, and even inspiring
built worlds. Urban Design: The American Experience emphasizes that urban
design must take a user-oriented approach to achieve a higher quality of life in
human settlements. All the keys to this approach are spelled out in chapters that
address:
* Urban design as both a product and process of communal decision-making
* Types of knowledge required as a base for urban design action
* How to apply recent environmental and behavioral research to professional
design
* How human needs are fulfilled through design
* The true role of functionalism in design
Urban design efforts of the twentieth century in the United States are examined
within their socio-political context. Jon Lang reviews the urban design
experience from the beginning of the "City Beautiful" movement, paying
particular attention to developments since World War II. He explores how the
twentieth-century city has developed, as well as discusses the attitudes that have
driven major movements in urban design. Readers learn a neo-Modernist
approach that builds on the successes and failures of Rationalism and
Empiricism, the two major streams of Modernist thought in architecture and
urban design. They also gain an understanding of how the environment is
experienced by people, and the implications of this experiencing for architectural
and urban design. Numerous illustrations throughout demonstrate how various
design schemes can be used. Urban Design: The American Experience provides
architects, designers, city planners, and students in these fields with a model for
their own future development as professionals. It is a valuable guide to design
methodology (procedural theory) and other issues related to creating optimal
urban environments.
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The American Experience emphasizes that urban design must take a user-oriented approach to achieve a
higher quality of life in human settlements. All the keys to this approach are spelled out in chapters that
address:
* Urban design as both a product and process of communal decision-making
* Types of knowledge required as a base for urban design action
* How to apply recent environmental and behavioral research to professional design
* How human needs are fulfilled through design
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Urban design efforts of the twentieth century in the United States are examined within their socio-political
context. Jon Lang reviews the urban design experience from the beginning of the "City Beautiful"
movement, paying particular attention to developments since World War II. He explores how the twentieth-
century city has developed, as well as discusses the attitudes that have driven major movements in urban
design. Readers learn a neo-Modernist approach that builds on the successes and failures of Rationalism and
Empiricism, the two major streams of Modernist thought in architecture and urban design. They also gain an
understanding of how the environment is experienced by people, and the implications of this experiencing
for architectural and urban design. Numerous illustrations throughout demonstrate how various design
schemes can be used. Urban Design: The American Experience provides architects, designers, city planners,
and students in these fields with a model for their own future development as professionals. It is a valuable
guide to design methodology (procedural theory) and other issues related to creating optimal urban
environments.
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Editorial Review

From the Back Cover
Urban Design the American Experience Jon Lang Urban Design: The American Experience places social
and environmental concerns within the context of American history. It returns the focus of urban design to
the creation of a better world. It evaluates the efforts of designers who apply knowledge about the
environment and people to the creation of livable, enjoyable, and even inspiring built worlds. Urban Design:
The American Experience emphasizes that urban design must take a user-oriented approach to achieve a
higher quality of life in human settlements. All the keys to this approach are spelled out in chapters that
address:

Urban design as both a product and process of communal decision-making●

Types of knowledge required as a base for urban design action●

How to apply recent environmental and behavioral research to professional design●

How human needs are fulfilled through design●

The true role of functionalism in design●

Urban design efforts of the twentieth century in the United States are examined within their socio-political
context. Jon Lang reviews the urban design experience from the beginning of the "City Beautiful"
movement, paying particular attention to developments since World War II. He explores how the twentieth-
century city has developed, as well as discusses the attitudes that have driven major movements in urban
design. Readers learn a neo-Modernist approach that builds on the successes and failures of Rationalism and
Empiricism, the two major streams of Modernist thought in architecture and urban design. They also gain an
understanding of how the environment is experienced by people, and the implications of this experiencing
for architectural and urban design. Numerous illustrations throughout demonstrate how various design
schemes can be used. Urban Design: The American Experience provides architects, designers, city planners,
and students in these fields with a model for their own future development as professionals. It is a valuable
guide to design methodology (procedural theory) and other issues related to creating optimal urban
environments.

About the Author
About the Author Jon Lang, Ph.D., is currently Professor of Architecture at the University of New South
Wales in Sydney, Australia, as well as Director for Urban Design of the Environmental Research Group in
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Dr. Lang also taught in the Urban Design program at the University of
Pennsylvania from 1970 to 1990, chairing the program during the eighties. He continued his association with
Penn as a visiting Professor of City Planning through 1993. Dr. Lang has served as a consultant for
UNESCO in Turkey and for the Ford Foundation in India. He is co-editor of the pioneering book Designing
for Human Behavior: Architecture and the Behavioral Sciences, as well as author of Creating Architectural
Theory: The Role of the Behavioral Sciences in Environmental Design.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Gregorio Leslie:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world, the
actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has several



personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
want do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Urban Design: The American
Experience. All type of book can you see on many resources. You can look for the internet options or other
social media.

Joseph Herbst:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information these days can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be consider any time
those information which is within the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource
then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen throughout you if you take Urban Design: The American Experience as your daily resource
information.

Paula Daniels:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim
to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside look
likes. Maybe you answer may be Urban Design: The American Experience why because the fantastic cover
that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jose Enriquez:

Is it a person who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Urban Design: The American Experience can be
the answer, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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