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Examines the transitions to democracy in Africa.

What conditions motivate a transition to democracy? Can the dynamics of a
transition influence its outcome? Under what circumstances has democracy been
consolidated in Africa? This trilogy of questions has become necessary in light of
the current democratic wave engulfing Africa and the rest of the world. In
examining the conditions that initiate democratic transitions, this book
investigates the circumstances under which democracy movements have operated
between 1980 and 1990. It concludes that, contrary to dominant democratic
theory, the transitions to democracy in Africa have occurred under declining
levels of development. With regard to transitions, the book recognizes that they
have their own dynamics. Two main types of transitions are discerned: top-down
and bottom-up. The book argues that in spite of the restrictive nature of top-down
transitions, they offer a better opportunity for democratic consolidation because
of the consensus between elites of the pro-democracy regime and their
counterparts in the authoritarian regime, a condition that is normally absent under
bottom-up transitions.

Finally, relying on the cases of consolidated democracies, the book derives an
African democracy model. The model delineates five main conditions that
facilitate democratic consolidation, including good leadership, relevant political
institutions, external support, civic space, and a reasonable level of development.
It cautions, however, that these are not sufficient conditions, nor are all of them
necessary. Since countries have unique historical circumstances, specific
countries will have to combine conditions in the model that are relevant to that
society to consolidate its democracy. The right combination will depend on the
specific needs of the individual country.
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Examines the transitions to democracy in Africa.

What conditions motivate a transition to democracy? Can the dynamics of a transition influence its outcome?
Under what circumstances has democracy been consolidated in Africa? This trilogy of questions has become
necessary in light of the current democratic wave engulfing Africa and the rest of the world. In examining
the conditions that initiate democratic transitions, this book investigates the circumstances under which
democracy movements have operated between 1980 and 1990. It concludes that, contrary to dominant
democratic theory, the transitions to democracy in Africa have occurred under declining levels of
development. With regard to transitions, the book recognizes that they have their own dynamics. Two main
types of transitions are discerned: top-down and bottom-up. The book argues that in spite of the restrictive
nature of top-down transitions, they offer a better opportunity for democratic consolidation because of the
consensus between elites of the pro-democracy regime and their counterparts in the authoritarian regime, a
condition that is normally absent under bottom-up transitions.

Finally, relying on the cases of consolidated democracies, the book derives an African democracy model.
The model delineates five main conditions that facilitate democratic consolidation, including good
leadership, relevant political institutions, external support, civic space, and a reasonable level of
development. It cautions, however, that these are not sufficient conditions, nor are all of them necessary.
Since countries have unique historical circumstances, specific countries will have to combine conditions in
the model that are relevant to that society to consolidate its democracy. The right combination will depend
on the specific needs of the individual country.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Samuel E. Quainoo is Professor of Political Science and Director of the Frederick Douglass Institute of East
Stroudsburg University of Pennsylvania. He is the editor of Africa Through Ghanaian Lenses, also published
by SUNY Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Steven Page:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are reading
whatever they have because their hobby is reading a book. How about the person who don't like studying a
book? Sometime, individual feel need book after they found difficult problem or exercise. Well, probably
you'll have this Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing).

Kristen Mazur:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand up
than other is high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing) book as starter and
daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Michael Walsh:

As people who live in the modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge to make
these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
an individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Transitions and Consolidation of
Democracy in Africa (Global Academic Publishing) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want in this era.



Andrew Blanton:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's internal or real
their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Transitions and Consolidation of Democracy in Africa (Global Academic
Publishing) can make you feel more interested to read.
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