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The Short Oxford History of English Literature provides a comprehensive and
authoritative introductory guide to the literature of the British Isles from the
Anglo-Saxon period to the present day, including a full treatment of Irish,
Scottish, and Welsh writing in English. The chapters are arranged
chronologically, covering all major periods of English literature from Old
English to the post-war era, including the medieval period, the Renaissance,
Shakespeare, the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Romanticism, the
Victorians, Modernism, and Postmodernism. In addition to a detailed discussion
of all major figures and their works, Andrew Sanders examines throughout the
relationship between the literary landscape and wider contemporary social,
political, and intellectual developments.

This edition contains a range of new entries on important contemporary authors
and an increased focus on female writers of the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries as well as a fully updated and revised bibliography.
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guide to the literature of the British Isles from the Anglo-Saxon period to the present day, including a full
treatment of Irish, Scottish, and Welsh writing in English. The chapters are arranged chronologically,
covering all major periods of English literature from Old English to the post-war era, including the medieval
period, the Renaissance, Shakespeare, the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, Romanticism, the
Victorians, Modernism, and Postmodernism. In addition to a detailed discussion of all major figures and
their works, Andrew Sanders examines throughout the relationship between the literary landscape and wider
contemporary social, political, and intellectual developments.

This edition contains a range of new entries on important contemporary authors and an increased focus on
female writers of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries as well as a fully updated and revised
bibliography.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Designed to replace Emile Legouis's A Short History of English Literature (Oxford Univ. Pr., 1934),
Sanders's work competes with one-volume histories by Pat Rogers (The Oxford Illustrated History of
English Literature, Oxford Univ. Pr., 1987), Alastair Fowler (A History of English Literature, LJ 3/1/88),
and Peter Quennell (A History of English Literature, LJ 1/1/74. o.p.). Sanders includes more information
than Fowler but lacks the advantage of the photographs, art work, and maps found in Rogers and Quennell.
He skillfully introduces controversies about the development of an English literature canon and explains how
writers got selected for burial in Poets' Corner of Westminster Abbey, arguing that English literature has
always been rife with contradiction, "both multiple and polarized, both popular and elite." His book has ten
major chapters covering Old English, medieval, Renaissance, Shakespearean, 17th- and 18th-century,
Romantic, Victorian, Modern, and postwar literature. Innovative essays include "Women's Writing in the
Restoration" and "The New Morality," which examines the 1970s and 1980s. Recommended for academic
and most public libraries.
J. Thorndike, Lakeland Coll., Sheboygan, Wis.
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
`Review from previous edition 'A very fine, enlightening, introductory, single-volume text'.' Ron Vaverka at
Orebro University in Sweden

`'Informative, accurate, brilliantly comprehensive, the author manages to survey an incredible array of texts
while providing a thoughtful resume and analysis of particular works. I really enjoyed reading this book!''
Jim McKusick at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County

`'The book manages to do a very large number of things very intelligently and gracefully...I look forward to
seeing the third edition and to being able to recommend it to students'.' John Sitter at Emory University

`'One of the major reasons I recommend the text'. (On Sanders' writing style)' Jane Dowson at De Montford

About the Author

Andrew Sanders' research interests are centred on the Nineteenth-Century Novel and particularly on the
work of Charles Dickens. He was the editor of the Dickensian from 1979-87 and is the author of Charles
Dickens: Resurrectionist and The Spirit of New Age. He is the editor of the Oxford World's Classics editions
of Gaskell's Sylvia's Lovers, Thackeray's Barry Lyndon and Hughes' Tom Brown's Schooldays. His edition of
Eliot's Romola was published by Penguin Classics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Paul Skeens:

Here thing why this particular The Short Oxford History of English Literature are different and dependable
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content from it which is the



content is as delightful as food or not. The Short Oxford History of English Literature giving you
information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no guide that similar
with The Short Oxford History of English Literature. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
own eyes about the thing this happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties
in bringing the printed book maybe the form of The Short Oxford History of English Literature in e-book can
be your substitute.

Marcy Madison:

The publication with title The Short Oxford History of English Literature posesses a lot of information that
you can study it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new knowledge the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world currently. That is important to
yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Jamie Gregory:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That The Short Oxford History of English Literature can give you a lot of
buddies because by you investigating this one book you have issue that they don't and make an individual
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This e-book offer
you information that possibly your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great people. So , why hesitate? Let me have The Short Oxford History of English Literature.

Arlene Farrar:

Guide is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year in order to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the
world. Through the book The Short Oxford History of English Literature we can get more advantage. Don't
you to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Simply choose the best book
that ideal with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life at this book The Short Oxford History
of English Literature. You can more attractive than now.
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