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The idea that science is a blueprint for research, and imagination gives research
its life and purpose inspired this comprehensive explanation of research
methodology. The authors' decades of experience have revealed that research is a
craft requiring judgment and creativity, not simply memorization and application
of the rules of science. This book covers a wide variety of data-collection
techniques, but presents them as reinforcing, rather than competing with one
another, thus striking a balance between qualitative and quantitative methods and
proving an essential resource for instructors and students of sociology.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Professor Paul S. Gray (BA Princeton, MA Education, Stanford) received his Ph.D. from Yale University
and has taught at Boston College for 32 years. In addition to teaching, Gray also works as a business
consultant specializing in leadership development and corporate citizenship. Gray is the Faculty Chair of
Leadership for Change associated with Boston College's Carroll School of Management. Gray has conducted
research on topics as diverse as higher education in Massachusetts and labor unions in Africa. His research
has been published in Symbolic Interaction, Industrial Relations, and the Journal of African Studies.

Professor John B. Williamson (BS Humanities and Science, MIT, Ph.D. Social Psychology, Harvard
University) has taught at Boston College since 1969. He has written or co-written 15 books and over 100
journal articles and book chapters, and his writing has appeared in the American Sociological Review, the
American Journal of Sociology, Social Problems, Social Forces, Demography, the International Social
Security Review, the Gerontologist, the Journal of Aging Studies, the International Journal of Aging and
Human Development, the American Journal of Economics and Sociology, and Sociological Quarterly. He is
on the board of multiple journals and societies related to the study of sociology and aging. His current
research concerns the comparative international study of social security systems.

Professor David A. Karp (BA Harvard, Ph.D. New York University) has taught sociology at Boston College
for 30 years. Karp's 1996 work, Speaking of Sadness was the 1996 winner of the Charles Horton Cooley
Award from the Society for the Study of Symbolic Interaction. His most recent research uses qualitative
methods to explore the moral boundaries of caring in emotional illness and conflict, and seeks to discover the
cultural resources people draw upon when confronted with this dilemma.

Professor John R. Dalphin received his undergraduate degree from Holy Cross College and both his MA and
Ph.D. in sociology from the University of Massachusetts at Amherst. He has taught at Merrimack College for
over 30 years, teaching courses in population problems, research methodology, social class, and social
inequality. He is also the author of a book on the perpetuation of class inequality entitled The Persistence of
Social Inequality in America. Professor Dalphin is a member of the American Sociological Association and
the New England Sociological Association.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karla Whisenant:

This The Research Imagination: An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods usually are reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The reason why of this The Research
Imagination: An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods can be among the great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that
possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere you go
and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Research Imagination: An
Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods forcing you to have an enormous of experience for
example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day



exercise. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jose Anderson:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story
or their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the guides. But also they write about the data about
something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are
many kinds of book that exist now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their skill in writing, they
also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this The Research Imagination:
An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods.

Marilyn McDermott:

The book The Research Imagination: An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.

Kimberly Moore:

This The Research Imagination: An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods is completely new
way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger details. Getting
deeper you onto it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in
reading this The Research Imagination: An Introduction to Qualitative and Quantitative Methods can be the
light food for yourself because the information inside this specific book is easy to get by anyone. These
books build itself in the form which is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book application form.
People who think that in guide form make them feel tired even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is
absolutely no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for
you. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book kind for your better life as well as knowledge.
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