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For along time, economic research on Africawas not seen as a profitable venture
intellectually or professionally-few researchers in top-ranked institutions around
the world chose to become expertsin the field. This was understandable: the
reputation of Africa-centered economic research was not enhanced by the well-
known limitations of economic data across the continent. Moreover, development
economics itself was not always fashionable, and the broader discipline of
economics has had its ups and downs, and has been undergoing a major identity
crisis because it failed to predict the Great Recession.

Times have changed: many leading researchers-including afew Nobel laureates-
have taken the subject of Africaand economics seriously enough to devote their
expertise and creativity to it. They have been amply rewarded: the richness,
complexities, and subtleties of African societies, civilizations, rationalities, and
ways of living, have helped renew the humanities and the social sciences-and
economics in particular-to the point that the continent has become the next major
intellectual frontier to researchers from around the world.

In collecting some of the most authoritative statements about the science of
economics and its concepts in the African context, this handbook (the first of two
volumes) opens up the diverse acuity of commentary on exciting topics, and in
the process challenges and stimulates the quest for knowledge. Wide-ranging in
its scope, themes, language, and approaches, this volume explores, examines, and
assesses economic thinking on Africa, and Africa's contribution to the discipline.
The editors bring a set of powerful resources to this endeavor, most notably a
team of internationally-renowned economists whose diverse viewpoints are
complemented by the perspectives of philosophers, political scientists, and
anthropol ogists. The set of analyses and reflections presented here try to endow
each subject with depth and discovery.
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For along time, economic research on Africawas not seen as a profitable venture intellectually or
professionally-few researchers in top-ranked institutions around the world chose to become expertsin the
field. Thiswas understandable: the reputation of Africa-centered economic research was not enhanced by the
well-known limitations of economic data across the continent. Moreover, development economics itself was
not always fashionable, and the broader discipline of economics has had its ups and downs, and has been
undergoing amajor identity crisis because it failed to predict the Great Recession.

Times have changed: many |leading researchers-including afew Nobel laureates-have taken the subject of
Africaand economics seriously enough to devote their expertise and creativity to it. They have been amply
rewarded: the richness, complexities, and subtleties of African societies, civilizations, rationalities, and ways
of living, have helped renew the humanities and the socia sciences-and economicsin particular-to the point
that the continent has become the next major intellectual frontier to researchers from around the world.

In collecting some of the most authoritative statements about the science of economics and its conceptsin the
African context, this handbook (the first of two volumes) opens up the diverse acuity of commentary on
exciting topics, and in the process challenges and stimulates the quest for knowledge. Wide-ranging in its
scope, themes, language, and approaches, this volume explores, examines, and assesses economic thinking
on Africa, and Africa's contribution to the discipline. The editors bring a set of powerful resourcesto this
endeavor, most notably ateam of internationally-renowned economists whose diverse viewpoints are
complemented by the perspectives of philosophers, political scientists, and anthropol ogists. The set of
analyses and reflections presented here try to endow each subject with depth and discovery.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Celestin Monga, Managing Director at the United Nations Industrial Devel opment Organization
(UNIDO),Jdustin Yifu Lin, Councillor of the Sate Council; Professor and Honorary Dean, National School
of Development at Peking University

Celestin Monga is Managing Director at the United a Nations Industrial Development Organization
(UNIDO). He previously worked as senior advisor and program director at the World Bank and has held
various board and senior positions in academia and financial services. A graduate of MIT, Harvard, and the
universities of Paris 1 Pantheon-Sorbonne, Bordeaux and Pau, Dr Monga was the Economics editor for the
5-volume New Encyclopedia of Africa (Charles Scribner's, 2007). His published works have been trand ated
into multiple languages.

Justin Yifu Lin is Councillor of the State Council and professor and honorary dean of the National School of
Development at Peking University. He was the Senior Vice President and Chief Economist of the World
Bank, 2008-2012. Prior to this, Professor Lin served for 15 years as Founding Director and Professor of the
China Centre for Economic Research (CCER) at Peking University. He is amember of the Standing
Committee, Chinese Peopl€'s Palitical Consultation Conference, and Vice Chairman of the All-China
Federation of Industry and Commerce. He is a Corresponding Fellow of the British Academy and a Fellow
of the Academy of Sciences for Developing World.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Barbara Clarke:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled The Oxford Handbook of Africaand Economics:
Volume 1: Context and Concepts (Oxford Handbooks). Try to the actual book The Oxford Handbook of
Africaand Economics. Volume 1: Context and Concepts (Oxford Handbooks) as your close friend. It means
that it can to be your friend when you really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it isvery fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you can
know every thing by the book. So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Sybil Davis:

Book will be written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As you may know that book isimportant point to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A guide The Oxford Handbook of Africa and
Economics: Volume 1: Context and Concepts (Oxford Handbooks) will make you to become smarter. Y ou
can feel considerably more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think that will open



or reading any book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they might be thought like that?
Have you searching for best book or ideal book with you?

Danny Exum:

This The Oxford Handbook of Africaand Economics: Volume 1: Context and Concepts (Oxford
Handbooks) is completely new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information mainly
because it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little digest in reading this The Oxford Handbook of Africa and Economics: Volume 1: Context
and Concepts (Oxford Handbooks) can be the light food for you because the information inside this book is
easy to get by simply anyone. These books produce itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, that's
why | mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form make them feel sleepy
even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. Y ou can find
actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So, don't missthis! Just read this e-book variety for your
better life as well as knowledge.

Judith Robinson:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from abook. Book iswritten or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of news. In this
particular modern eralike currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social smilar to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the The Oxford Handbook of Africaand Economics: Volume 1: Context and
Concepts (Oxford Handbooks) when you needed it?
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