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Several years ago in Rajasthan, an eighteen-year-old woman was burned on her
husband's funeral pyre and thus became sati. Before ascending the pyre, she was
expected to deliver both blessings and curses: blessings to guard her family and
clan for many generations, and curses to prevent anyone from thwarting her
desire to die. Sati also means blessing and curse in a broader sense. To those who
revere it, sati symbolizes ultimate loyalty and self-sacrifice. It often figures near
the core of a Hindu identity that feels embattled in a modern world. Yet to those
who deplore it, sati is a curse, a violation of every woman's womanhood. It is
murder mystified, and as such, the symbol of precisely what Hinduism should not
be.

In this volume a group of leading scholars consider the many meanings of sati: in
India and the West; in literature, art, and opera; in religion, psychology,
economics, and politics. With contributors who are both Indian and American,
this is a genuinely binational, postcolonial discussion. Contributors include
Karen Brown, Paul Courtright, Vidya Dehejia, Ainslie Embree, Dorothy
Figueira, Lindsey Harlan, John Hawley, Robin Lewis, Ashis Nandy, and Veena
Talwar Oldenburg.
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die. Sati also means blessing and curse in a broader sense. To those who revere it, sati symbolizes ultimate
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world. Yet to those who deplore it, sati is a curse, a violation of every woman's womanhood. It is murder
mystified, and as such, the symbol of precisely what Hinduism should not be.

In this volume a group of leading scholars consider the many meanings of sati: in India and the West; in
literature, art, and opera; in religion, psychology, economics, and politics. With contributors who are both
Indian and American, this is a genuinely binational, postcolonial discussion. Contributors include Karen
Brown, Paul Courtright, Vidya Dehejia, Ainslie Embree, Dorothy Figueira, Lindsey Harlan, John Hawley,
Robin Lewis, Ashis Nandy, and Veena Talwar Oldenburg.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shannon Batiste:

The book Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India gives you the sense of being enjoy
for your spare time. You may use to make your capable much more increase. Book can to be your best friend
when you getting anxiety or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading through a book
Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India being your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like start and read a book Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

William Threatt:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now is taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find
the unstable resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
of those possibilities will not happen with you if you take Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of
Wives in India as your daily resource information.

Viola Boucher:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the name Sati, the Blessing
and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India suitable to you? Often the book was written by renowned
writer in this era. Often the book untitled Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in Indiais
the one of several books in which everyone read now. This particular book was inspired many men and
women in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you ever know ahead of.
The author explained their strategy in the simple way, so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this
guide. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. To help you see the
represented of the world in this book.

Jerry Rivera:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind



talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be study. Sati, the Blessing and the Curse: The Burning of Wives in India can be your answer mainly
because it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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