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This new edition of Popular Music and Society, fully revised and updated,
continues to pioneer an approach to the study of popular music that is informed
by wider debates in sociology and media and cultural studies. Astute and
accessible, it continues to set the agenda for research and teaching in this area.

The textbook begins by examining the ways in which popular music is produced,
before moving on to explore its structure as text and the ways in which audiences
understand and use music. Packed with examples and data on the contemporary
production and consumption of popular music, the book also includes overviews
and critiques of theoretical approaches to this exciting area of study and outlines
the most important empirical studies which have shaped the discipline.

Topics covered include:

• The contemporary organisation of the music industry;
• The effects of technological change on production;
• The history and politics of popular music;
• Gender, sexuality and ethnicity;
• Subcultures;
• Fans and music celebrities.

For this new edition, two whole new chapters have been added: on performance
and the body, and on the very latest ways of thinking about audiences and the
spaces and places of music consumption.

This second edition of Popular Music and Society will continue to be required
reading for students of the sociology of culture, media and communication
studies, and popular culture.
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This new edition of Popular Music and Society, fully revised and updated, continues to pioneer an approach
to the study of popular music that is informed by wider debates in sociology and media and cultural studies.
Astute and accessible, it continues to set the agenda for research and teaching in this area.

The textbook begins by examining the ways in which popular music is produced, before moving on to
explore its structure as text and the ways in which audiences understand and use music. Packed with
examples and data on the contemporary production and consumption of popular music, the book also
includes overviews and critiques of theoretical approaches to this exciting area of study and outlines the most
important empirical studies which have shaped the discipline.

Topics covered include:

• The contemporary organisation of the music industry;
• The effects of technological change on production;
• The history and politics of popular music;
• Gender, sexuality and ethnicity;
• Subcultures;
• Fans and music celebrities.

For this new edition, two whole new chapters have been added: on performance and the body, and on the
very latest ways of thinking about audiences and the spaces and places of music consumption.

This second edition of Popular Music and Society will continue to be required reading for students of the
sociology of culture, media and communication studies, and popular culture.
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Editorial Review

Review
"I would unhesitatingly recommend this book to both students and scholars interested in the sociology of
music. This is a great text if you are looking for a clear and lucid introduction to the subject."
Sociology

"A useful introductory textbook designed for undergraduate-level students of popular music, media and
cultural studies and sociology. It reviews a vast range of sociological research in a palatable form, with
informative examples, illustrations, case studies, press cuttings, figures and lengthy quotes."
Sociological Review

"Brian Longhurst provides a comprehensive view of contemporary popular music. He shows its role in
shaping fan scenes and sub-cultures. He sees it as text to be read in the lyrics, but also through dance, the
body and political context. And he exposes the commercial machine that determines which songs and genres
do, and do not, get wide exposure. This work will be a prime resource for students and scholars alike for
years to come."
Richard A. Peterson, Vanderbilt University

"This revised and updated edition of Popular Music and Society contains new chapters to take into account
the impact of theories of performativity and the body on popular music studies and the role of music in
everyday life in a post-subcultural age. The book is a model of clarity and incisive thought, for which
students will be eternally grateful."
Helen Thomas, London College of Fashion, University of the Arts London

"A thoughtful and systematic introduction, full of up-to-date information, this book speaks simultaneously to
students of socio-musical analysis and to all of us for whom music matters."
Tia DeNora, University of Exeter

From the Back Cover
This new edition of Popular Music and Society, fully revised and updated, continues to pioneer an approach
to the study of popular music that is informed by wider debates in sociology and media and cultural studies.
Astute and accessible, it continues to set the agenda for research and teaching in this area.

The textbook begins by examining the ways in which popular music is produced, before moving on to
explore its structure as text and the ways in which audiences understand and use music. Packed with
examples and data on the contemporary production and consumption of popular music, the book also
includes overviews and critiques of theoretical approaches to this exciting area of study and outlines the most
important empirical studies which have shaped the discipline.

Topics covered include:

• The contemporary organisation of the music industry;
• The effects of technological change on production;
• The history and politics of popular music;
• Gender, sexuality and ethnicity;



• Subcultures;
• Fans and music celebrities.

For this new edition, two whole new chapters have been added: on performance and the body, and on the
very latest ways of thinking about audiences and the spaces and places of music consumption.

This second edition of Popular Music and Society will continue to be required reading for students of the
sociology of culture, media and communication studies, and popular culture.

About the Author
Brian Longhurst is Professor of Sociology at the University of Salford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Williams:

Book is written, printed, or created for everything. You can understand everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Popular Music and Society will make you to possibly
be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about every little thing. But some of you think in
which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why they may
be thought like that? Have you searching for best book or suited book with you?

Robert Johnson:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know what type you should start with. This Popular Music and
Society is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Merry Springs:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Popular
Music and Society suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this era. The
particular book untitled Popular Music and Societyis a single of several books which everyone read now.
This specific book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, thus all of
people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a lots of information about this
world now. In order to see the represented of the world in this book.



Randy Acevedo:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that issue
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You have to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update regarding something by book.
Amount types of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra Popular Music
and Society.
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