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This is a personal testimony, a testimony of my own experience of thought and
life. It is not intended to be objective and makes no claim to establish eternal
truths. In fact I rather despise claims to objectivity in philosophy; the point of
view is the thing. I should have liked to call it “A Lyrical Philosophy,” using the
word “lyrical” in the sense of being a highly personal and individual outlook. But
that would be too beautiful a name and I must forego it, for fear of aiming too
high and leading the reader to expect too much, and because the main ingredient
of my thought is matter-of-fact prose, a level easier to maintain because more
natural. Very much contented am I to lie low, to cling to the soil, to be of kin to
the sod. My soul squirms comfortably in the soil and sand and is happy,
Sometimes when one is drunk with this earth, one’s spirit seems so light that he
thinks he is in heaven. But actually he seldom rises six feet above the ground.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and
before, are now extremely scarce and increasingly expensive. We are
republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern editions,
using the original text and artwork.
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objective and makes no claim to establish eternal truths. In fact I rather despise claims to objectivity in
philosophy; the point of view is the thing. I should have liked to call it “A Lyrical Philosophy,” using the
word “lyrical” in the sense of being a highly personal and individual outlook. But that would be too beautiful
a name and I must forego it, for fear of aiming too high and leading the reader to expect too much, and
because the main ingredient of my thought is matter-of-fact prose, a level easier to maintain because more
natural. Very much contented am I to lie low, to cling to the soil, to be of kin to the sod. My soul squirms
comfortably in the soil and sand and is happy, Sometimes when one is drunk with this earth, one’s spirit
seems so light that he thinks he is in heaven. But actually he seldom rises six feet above the ground.
Many of the earliest books, particularly those dating back to the 1900s and before, are now extremely scarce
and increasingly expensive. We are republishing these classic works in affordable, high quality, modern
editions, using the original text and artwork.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Is it really a philosophy book if it has a section entitled "The Importance of Loafing"? Harvard scholar,
Taoist, and modernist Lin Yutang wrote The Importance of Living to express his highly subjective, personal
feelings after years of studying ancient Chinese texts, and created a wonderfully slow-going yet radiantly
clear guide to the simple life. Taking walks, drinking tea, long talks with friends are all important to Lin,
whose stories and retellings of Taoist classics meander away from his points, find new ones, and remind us
to enjoy the life that's all around us without needless worry.

Lin's prose is gentle, like the conversation of a favorite lazy uncle who is more at home sipping lemonade on
the back porch than gulping lattes between meetings. The sincerity of his humility is surprising to a reader
used to postmodern writers who seem to pride themselves on their self-abasement. Though Lin deliberately
avoided fame and notoriety, correctly observing that it only leads to troubles, one can only hope that his
wisdom, timelier than ever, finds a wider audience among today's too-busy-to-breathe global culture. His
philosophy, more practical and enjoyable than the usual Western writings on the subject, reminds us all of
the vital importance of simply living. --Rob Lightner

About the Author
LIN YUTANG was born in 1895 to a mission family and became one of the best-known Chinese scholars
and writers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Peggy Hardman:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important behave,
like looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Lin Yutang - The Importance Of Living. Try to make book Lin
Yutang - The Importance Of Living as your buddy. It means that it can to become your friend when you
sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So ,
let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Lisa Chaffee:

The experience that you get from Lin Yutang - The Importance Of Living may be the more deep you
searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Lin Yutang - The Importance Of Living giving you joy feeling
of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who
read the item because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your
current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We advise you for having this Lin Yutang - The Importance Of Living instantly.



Marisa Carney:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information these days can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even an issue. What people must be consider
when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the
unstable resource then you buy it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take Lin Yutang - The Importance Of Living as your daily
resource information.

Hilary Rangel:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With reading you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world may share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors these days always try to
improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to their book. One of
them is this Lin Yutang - The Importance Of Living.
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