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Whoever wrote "Make 'em laugh!" knew that it's easier said than done. But
people love to laugh, and good comedy will always sell. With the help of this
complete and entertaining guide, writers and would-be writers for film and
television can look forward to writing comedy that goes far beyond stereotypic
jokes and characters. In Laughing Out Loud, award-winning screenwriter and
author Andrew Horton blends history, theory, and analysis of comedy with
invaluable advice.

Using examples from Chaplin to Seinfeld, Aristophanes to Woody Allen, Horton
describes comedy as a perspective rather than merely as a genre and then goes on
to identify the essential elements of comedy. His lively overview of comedy's
history traces its two main branches—anarchistic comedy and romantic
comedy—from ancient Greece through contemporary Hollywood, by way of
commedia dell'arte, vaudeville, and silent movies. Television and international
cinema are included in Horton's analysis, which leads into an up-close review of
the comedy chemistry in a number of specific films and television shows.

The rest of the book is a practical guide to writing feature comedy and episodic
TV comedy, complete with schedules and exercises designed to unblock any
writer's comic potential. The appendices offer tips on networking, marketing, and
even producing comedies, and are followed by a list of recommended comedies
and a bibliography.
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Whoever wrote "Make 'em laugh!" knew that it's easier said than done. But people love to laugh, and good
comedy will always sell. With the help of this complete and entertaining guide, writers and would-be writers
for film and television can look forward to writing comedy that goes far beyond stereotypic jokes and
characters. In Laughing Out Loud, award-winning screenwriter and author Andrew Horton blends history,
theory, and analysis of comedy with invaluable advice.

Using examples from Chaplin to Seinfeld, Aristophanes to Woody Allen, Horton describes comedy as a
perspective rather than merely as a genre and then goes on to identify the essential elements of comedy. His
lively overview of comedy's history traces its two main branches—anarchistic comedy and romantic
comedy—from ancient Greece through contemporary Hollywood, by way of commedia dell'arte, vaudeville,
and silent movies. Television and international cinema are included in Horton's analysis, which leads into an
up-close review of the comedy chemistry in a number of specific films and television shows.

The rest of the book is a practical guide to writing feature comedy and episodic TV comedy, complete with
schedules and exercises designed to unblock any writer's comic potential. The appendices offer tips on
networking, marketing, and even producing comedies, and are followed by a list of recommended comedies
and a bibliography.
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Editorial Review

From the Inside Flap

"Andy Horton's latest book is not only refreshing, insightful, and effortlessly scholarly; it's also imbued with
that rare quality so lacking in its field—a shameless sense of fun."—Herschel Weingrod, screenwriter
(Trading Places, Twins, Space Jam, Kindergarten Cop)

"Andy Horton does a masterful job of explaining the inexplicable—the elusive principles of comedy. The
book is a celebration of those who have mined for humor in the most barren landscapes and struck gold.
Horton emphasizes the importance of laughing in the face of adversity. These are more than good rules for
writing. These are good rules for living."—Barbara Hall, screenwriter (Northern Exposure, I'll Fly Away,
Chicago Hope)

From the Back Cover
"Andy Horton's latest book is not only refreshing, insightful, and effortlessly scholarly; it's also imbued with
that rare quality so lacking in its field--a shameless sense of fun."--Herschel Weingrod, screenwriter
("Trading Places, "Twins, "Space Jam, "Kindergarten Cop)

"Andy Horton does a masterful job of explaining the inexplicable--the elusive principles of comedy. The
book is a celebration of those who have mined for humor in the most barren landscapes and struck gold.
Horton emphasizes the importance of laughing in the face of adversity. These are more than good rules for
writing. These are good rules for living."--Barbara Hall, screenwriter ("Northern Exposure, I'll Fly Away,
Chicago Hope)

About the Author

Andrew Horton, the Jeanne H. Smith Professor of Film and Video Studies at the University of Oklahoma, is
author of the popular Writing the Character-Centered Screenplay (California, 1994) and other books. Most
recently he coedited Play It Again Sam: Retakes on Remakes (with Stuart McDougal, California, 1998) and
wrote the introduction to Three More Screenplays by Preston Sturges (California, 1998).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Dickison:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different
content. We all know that that book is very important usually. The book Laughing Out Loud: Writing the
Comedy-Centered Screenplay was making you to know about other information and of course you can take
more information. It is quite advantages for you. The book Laughing Out Loud: Writing the Comedy-
Centered Screenplay is not only giving you far more new information but also for being your friend when
you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship
with the book Laughing Out Loud: Writing the Comedy-Centered Screenplay. You never feel lose out for
everything should you read some books.



Della Richardson:

The book untitled Laughing Out Loud: Writing the Comedy-Centered Screenplay contain a lot of
information on that. The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very simple to
implement all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written by
famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. It is possible to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site in addition to
order it. Have a nice examine.

Amy Zambrano:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It okay you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Laughing Out Loud:
Writing the Comedy-Centered Screenplay which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.

Matthew Sewell:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our know-how for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This e-book Laughing Out Loud: Writing the Comedy-Centered Screenplay
was filled about science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your technology competence.
Some people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you
can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that you
simply wanted.
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