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Was Franco sympathetic to Nazi Germany? Why didn't Spain enter World War
II? In what ways did Spain collaborate with the Third Reich? How much did
Spain assist Jewish refugees?
 
This is the first book in any language to answer these intriguing questions.
Stanley Payne, a leading historian of modern Spain, explores the full range of
Franco’s relationship with Hitler, from 1936 to the fall of the Reich in 1945. But
as Payne brilliantly shows, relations between these two dictators were not only a
matter of realpolitik.  These two titanic egos engaged in an extraordinary
tragicomic drama often verging on the dark absurdity of a Beckett or Ionesco
play.
 
Whereas Payne investigates the evolving relationship of the two regimes up to
the conclusion of World War II, his principal concern is the enigma of Spain’s
unique position during the war, as a semi-fascist country struggling to maintain a
tortured neutrality. Why Spain did not enter the war as a German ally, joining
with Hitler to seize Gibraltar and close the Mediterranean to the British navy, is
at the center of Payne’s narrative. Franco’s only personal meeting with Hitler, in
1940 to discuss precisely this, is recounted here in groundbreaking detail that
also sheds significant new light on the Spanish government’s vacillating policy
toward Jewish refugees, on the Holocaust, and on Spain’s German connection
throughout the duration of the war.
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This is the first book in any language to answer these intriguing questions. Stanley Payne, a leading historian
of modern Spain, explores the full range of Franco’s relationship with Hitler, from 1936 to the fall of the
Reich in 1945. But as Payne brilliantly shows, relations between these two dictators were not only a matter
of realpolitik.  These two titanic egos engaged in an extraordinary tragicomic drama often verging on the
dark absurdity of a Beckett or Ionesco play.
 
Whereas Payne investigates the evolving relationship of the two regimes up to the conclusion of World War
II, his principal concern is the enigma of Spain’s unique position during the war, as a semi-fascist country
struggling to maintain a tortured neutrality. Why Spain did not enter the war as a German ally, joining with
Hitler to seize Gibraltar and close the Mediterranean to the British navy, is at the center of Payne’s narrative.
Franco’s only personal meeting with Hitler, in 1940 to discuss precisely this, is recounted here in
groundbreaking detail that also sheds significant new light on the Spanish government’s vacillating policy
toward Jewish refugees, on the Holocaust, and on Spain’s German connection throughout the duration of the
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Editorial Review

Review

“Stanley Payne is recognized as the most serious and informed foreign historian of modern Spain in a whole
range of areas. Here he deals with a subject of considerable debate and makes a major contribution to
European and Spanish history.”—Juan Linz, Yale University 
(Juan Linz)

"Stanley Payne has written an excellent study of the relations between Franco and his regime and the
Germans during the years of the civil and world wars. Much of what he writes has been known in outline for
a long time. But Payne has brought together the result of the latest research on this thorny topic to our great
benefit, in a fascinating book."—Hugh Thomas
(Hugh Thomas)

“Franco and Hitler is the crowning achievement of Payne’s work which includes an impressive number of
studies of Spain 1931-1945, a complex subject matter of which he is now the outstanding non-Spanish
historian.”—John Lukacs
(John Lukacs)

"An excellent account of the Franco government during World War II and its relationship with Hitler’s
Germany. It deserves praise because it tells in a clear and engaging fashion a very compelling story. As a
study of Franco's relationship with Hitler, Payne's work is simply unmatched."—Geoffrey Jensen, author of
Franco: Soldier, Commander, Dictator
(Geoffrey Jensen)

"Franco and Hitler shatters many myths, especially those fostered by the Franco regime, concerning Spain's
role in the conflict. It is compelling, iconoclastic, and insightful."—Michael Seidman, author of Republic of
Egos: A Social History of the Spanish Civil War
(Michael Seidman)

About the Author

Stanley G. Payne is Hilldale-Jaume Vicens Vives Professor of History Emeritus, University of
Wisconsin–Madison. He is a world authority on the history of European fascism and is the author of many
books on Spanish and modern European history, including The Spanish Civil War, the Soviet Union, and
Communism and The Collapse of the Spanish Republic, 1933–1936, both published by Yale University
Press. He lives in Madison, WI.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Sweet:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important issue to bring us around the



world. Adjacent to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A publication Franco and Hitler:
Spain, Germany, and World War II will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel much more
confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading a book make
you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
suitable book with you?

Clifford Ranger:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the name Franco and Hitler:
Spain, Germany, and World War II suitable to you? Often the book was written by well-known writer in this
era. The book untitled Franco and Hitler: Spain, Germany, and World War IIis the one of several books
which everyone read now. That book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve
you will enter the new dimension that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, consequently all of people can easily to recognise the core of this publication. This book will
give you a large amount of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world
on this book.

Gwendolyn Smith:

Franco and Hitler: Spain, Germany, and World War II can be one of your nice books that are good idea. All
of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The article
author giving his/her effort to get every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Franco and Hitler:
Spain, Germany, and World War II nevertheless doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest
and based confirm resource data that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information could
drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial imagining.

Todd Lyons:

You will get this Franco and Hitler: Spain, Germany, and World War II by look at the bookstore or Mall.
Just viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for ones knowledge. Kinds
of this reserve are various. Not only by means of written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by
means of e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get more information about your e-
book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
right ways for you.
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