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In his journal, Nobel Prize winner John Steinbeck called East of Eden "the first
book," and indeed it has the primordial power and simplicity of myth. Set in the
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Editorial Review

Review
"A novel planned on the grandest possible scale...One of those occasions when a writer has aimed high and
then summoned every ounce of energy, talent, seriousness, and passion of which he was capable...It is an
entirely interesting and impressive book."
—The New York Herald Tribune
 

"A fantasia and myth...a strange and original work of art."
—The New York Times Book Review
 

"A moving, crying pageant with wilderness strengths."
—Carl Sandburg

"When the book club ended a year ago, I said I would bring it back when I found the book that was
moving…and this is a great one. I read it for myself for the first time and then I had some friends read it.
And we think it might be the best novel we've ever read!"
—Oprah Winfrey

About the Author
John Steinbeck (1902–1968) was born in Salinas, California. He worked as a laborer and a journalist, and in
1935, when he published Tortilla Flat, he achieved popular success and financial security. Steinbeck wrote
more than twenty-five novels and won the Nobel Prize in 1962.

Excerpt. © Reprinted by permission. All rights reserved.

Chapter 1

[1]

THE SALINAS VALLEY is in Northern California. It is a long narrow swale between two ranges of
mountains, and the Salinas River winds and twists up the center until it falls at last into Monterey Bay.

I remember my childhood names for grasses and secret flowers. I remember where a toad may live and what
time the birds awaken in the summer—and what trees and seasons smelled like—how people looked and
walked and smelled even. The memory of odors is very rich.

I remember that the Gabilan Mountains to the east of the valley were light gay mountains full of sun and
loveliness and a kind of invitation, so that you wanted to climb into their warm foothills almost as you want
to climb into the lap of a beloved mother. They were beckoning mountains with a brown grass love. The
Santa Lucias stood up against the sky to the west and kept the valley from the open sea, and they were dark
and brooding—unfriendly and dangerous. I always found in myself a dread of west and a love of east. Where
I ever got such an idea I cannot say, unless it could be that the morning came over the peaks of the Gabilans
and the night drifted back from the ridges of the Santa Lucias. It may be that the birth and death of the day
had some part in my feeling about the two ranges of mountains.



From both sides of the valley little streams slipped out of the hill canyons and fell into the bed of the Salinas
River. In the winter of wet years the streams ran full-freshet, and they swelled the river until sometimes it
raged and boiled, bank full, and then it was a destroyer. The river tore the edges of the farm lands and
washed whole acres down; it toppled barns and houses into itself, to go floating and bobbing away. It trapped
cows and pigs and sheep and drowned them in its muddy brown water and carried them to the sea. Then
when the late spring came, the river drew in from its edges and the sand banks appeared. And in the summer
the river didn’t run at all above ground. Some pools would be left in the deep swirl places under a high bank.
The tules and grasses grew back, and willows straightened up with the flood debris in their upper branches.
The Salinas was only a part-time river. The summer sun drove it underground. It was not a fine river at all,
but it was the only one we had and so we boasted about it—how dangerous it was in a wet winter and how
dry it was in a dry summer. You can boast about anything if it’s all you have. Maybe the less you have, the
more you are required to boast.
 

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Gibson:

Here thing why this particular East of Eden are different and trustworthy to be yours. First of all examining a
book is good however it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delicious as food or
not. East of Eden giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but
there is no book that similar with East of Eden. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your eyes
about the thing this happened in the world which is might be can be happened around you. You can easily
bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who is
having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of East of Eden in e-book can be your
option.

Velma Stuart:

The book East of Eden will bring that you the new experience of reading a book. The author style to explain
the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book East
of Eden is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can quickly to read the book.

James Atkinson:

The reason why? Because this East of Eden is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for
you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was
fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the content within easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of benefits than the other book
have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hold off having
that book? If I have been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.



Mildred Vang:

You may spend your free time to study this book this e-book. This East of Eden is simple bringing you can
read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you did not have much space to bring the
actual printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it. You can save the
particular book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this
book.
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