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As Dick Turpin went to the scaffold in York in 1739 he was determined to look
his best. The previous day he had had a new frock coat and pumps delivered to
him in the condemned man's cell in York Castle Prison. And he paid GBP3 and
10 shillings for five men to act as mourners. Who was this notorious
highwayman and why did he become so famous? What did he do to become the
subject of such extraordinary myths? Most of all, why are highwaymen romantic
figures? We have highwayman now: we call them muggers and car-jackers and
we don't sing ballads about them or eulogise them for their brave exploits. This is
a masterly biography of one of Britain's best-known criminals - but it is also an
examination of the cult of the highwayman, of crime in the 18th century and the
treatment of criminals. In the absence of any police force how were crimes
solved? Who did the detective work? And did the criminals get a fair trial - an
important question if you were going to hang from the neck for a relatively minor
misdemeanour. Was there a criminal underclass and did people really live in
terror of going on the roads at night. Looking at the underbelly of society and the
nastier aspects of life that many historians ignore, James Sharpe creates a vivid
picture of life on the edges in 18th century Britain.
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As Dick Turpin went to the scaffold in York in 1739 he was determined to look his best. The previous day he
had had a new frock coat and pumps delivered to him in the condemned man's cell in York Castle Prison.
And he paid GBP3 and 10 shillings for five men to act as mourners. Who was this notorious highwayman
and why did he become so famous? What did he do to become the subject of such extraordinary myths?
Most of all, why are highwaymen romantic figures? We have highwayman now: we call them muggers and
car-jackers and we don't sing ballads about them or eulogise them for their brave exploits. This is a masterly
biography of one of Britain's best-known criminals - but it is also an examination of the cult of the
highwayman, of crime in the 18th century and the treatment of criminals. In the absence of any police force
how were crimes solved? Who did the detective work? And did the criminals get a fair trial - an important
question if you were going to hang from the neck for a relatively minor misdemeanour. Was there a criminal
underclass and did people really live in terror of going on the roads at night. Looking at the underbelly of
society and the nastier aspects of life that many historians ignore, James Sharpe creates a vivid picture of life
on the edges in 18th century Britain.
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Editorial Review

Review
A highly readable biography of Dick Turpin, the infamous eighteenth-century highwayman who became the
subject of extraordinary legends that over the years have raised him to the status of folk hero. Professor
James Sharpe shows that the historical truth about Turpin (who was hanged in York in 1739), and
highwaymen, is far more brutal and bloody as he examines the cult and eighteenth-century crime in general.
Was there a criminal underclass and were people genuinely afraid to venture out at night? Sharpe also
explains how crimes were solved in the absence of a police force and whether criminals were given fair trials
- and through a vivid narrative, he offers a colourful picture of life at the edges during those turbulent times.

About the Author
James Sharpe is Professor of History at York University and is the author of The Bewitching of Anne Gunter
(Profile) as well as several books on crime and punishment.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Carl Brinkley:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what your own problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy person? If
you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have time?
What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They need to answer that question simply because
just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need this specific Dick Turpin: The Myth of the
English Highwayman to read.

Walter Pressley:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
wide range of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we
will say absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to you of course your answer may unlimited right. Then do you
ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book
you have read will be Dick Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman.

Heather Killen:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Dick Turpin: The Myth of the
English Highwayman guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may be
understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every



ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt Dick Turpin: The
Myth of the English Highwayman as good book not simply by the cover but also by content. This is one
guide that can break don't determine book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth sense to pick
this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already alerted you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

John Davis:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you can have it in e-book
way, more simple and reachable. That Dick Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman can give you a lot
of close friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make you
actually more like an interesting person. That book can be one of a step for you to get success. This reserve
offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than different make you to be
great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have Dick Turpin: The Myth of the English Highwayman.
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