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Seminar paper from the year 2004 in the subject Economy - Environment
economics, grade: 1,0 (A), University of Hamburg (Centre for Sea and Climate
Research), course: Seminar Contemporary Environmental Problems, 4 entries in
the bibliography, language: English, abstract: The starting point of Diamond’s
book “Guns, Germs, And Steel” is a question he was asked by an indigenious
New Guinean friend of his called Yali. His question was: “Why is it that you
white people developed so much cargo and brought it to New Guinea, but we
black people had little cargo of our own?”1, adressing the obvious inequality in
wealth and power of today’s world. With his book, Diamond tries to provide an
answer for this question. According to Diamond, the immediate causes for the
inequalities in the world today are to be found in the different stages of
development between the continents as of around A.D. 1500. By that time, only
societies of Eurasia, the landmass that constitutes Asia and Europe, and there
especially the Western Europeans, possessed ocean-going ships, population-
decimating germs, steel weapons, horses usable for warefare, easy spread of
information by an efficient writing system and many other means that come in
handy decimating, subjugating or in some cases even exterminating the originial
inhabitants of other continents. Diamond calls these advantages the proximate
factors of differing developments that led to the inequalities. The book’s title
“Guns, Germs, And Steel” can be understood as a summary of these proximate
causes. In chapter three of his book, Diamond cites as a prominent example of
the inequalities the conquest by the Spaniard Francisco Pizarro and a few
hundred soldiers over the Inca emperor Atahuallpa at Cajamarca/Peru in A.D.
1532. The Spanish got there and won because they possessed the above stated
proximate factors. He then turns the point around and asks why, for instance, the
Native Americans or Aboriginal Australians were not the ones who possessed
these proximate factors and used them to conquer Europe. [...]
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From reader reviews:

Shawn Farr:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Critical Summary of Guns,
Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond. All type of book is it possible to see on
many methods. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

April Wages:

This Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond are
reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The explanation of this Critical Summary of
Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond can be one of the great books you
must have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed an individual with information
that probably will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere
and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed types. Beside that this Critical Summary of Guns,
Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond giving you an enormous of experience
like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we all know it useful in your day action. So ,
let's have it and enjoy reading.

Kristi Goins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just watching
TV, as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look different
you can read some sort of book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can
spent the whole day to reading a reserve. The book Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates
of Human Societies by Jared Diamond it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of those who
recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from
the smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book provides high quality.



Walter Feuerstein:

This Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond is great
guide for you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with
world and have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it facts accurately using great
coordinate word or we can point out no rambling sentences within it. So if you are read that hurriedly you
can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but tricky core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having Critical Summary of Guns, Germs, and Steel - The
Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond in your hand like finding the world in your arm, info in it is not
ridiculous one. We can say that no publication that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this
book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt that?
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