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Editorial Review

Review
… a book by a world authority and true pioneer who was there in the earliest days of the revolutionary
developments that he describes, that he himself helped launch and then continued to guide.
This is the dramatic story that Cyril Domb lived through and thought through: he tells it here, for the student
and non-specialist reader, with the practiced hand of a devoted and experienced scholar and teacher.
As a teacher and expositor, Cyril Domb brought new horizons and opportunities to his students and provided
them with the tools and ideas to forge ahead. This book will surely do the same for those new to the field or
for those wishing to revive or extend their acquaintance with it.
An Appendix to this book points to some of those further directions: in particular, to percolation phenomena
and macromolecular solutions, in which the author's pioneering work set the stage for significant modern
advances.
-- Michael Fisher, distinguished University Professor, and Regents Professor in the University of Maryland,
from the Introduction

This revolution is the topic of Cyril Domb's lovely monograph The Critical Point, based on graduate lectures
he has given over the years, first at London University and, more recently, at Israel's Bar-Ilan University,
where he now works. The fact that Domb was also an important participant in the events he describes gives
his historical account a special immediacy.
The exposition throughout is admirably balanced, introducing along the way important techniques and
approaches (including series expansions) in an understandable manner, without dwelling unduly on technical
details. An excellent set of references is supplied with each chapter.
The Critical Point is a friendly and very personal overview and testament, clearly intended for students and
colleagues. As Michael Fisher - one who falls into both of these categories - writes in a gracefully
appreciative forward, One could not wish for a more expert and sympathetic guide to introduce one to a
major triumph of theoretical and experimental science in our century.
-- Michael Wortis in Physics Today, December 1997

It is the story of the confluence of these two streams and of the remarkable advances in the science of
condensed matter to which it led that Cyril Domb tells in his wonderful book The Critical Point.
It is a lively and authoritative account of the history and present state of our understanding of equilibrium
critical-point phenomena.
The Critical Point by Cyril Domb is going to be and is going long to remain a definitive reference work on
the statistical mechanics of critical phenomena. It is scholarship of the highest order.
-- Ben Widom in Bulletin de la Society de Physique Francaise in 1997, translated in January 1998

The book is subtitled: A historical introduction to the modern theory of critical phenomena. Indeed the book
is deliberately written to include the actors and not just the final polished outcomes, and it is quite unique in
this.
The book would be well worth reading just for the historical record, and as a nice case study of the
development of scientific thought. However, it is much more than that.
The book could provide material for an Honours course, covering a selection of topics, or for a graduate
course either given formally or through prescribed reading.
-- J. Oitmaa in Physics in Australia, 1997

Overall, his treatment is authoritative, his coverage comprehensive, and his awareness of the sensitivity to



readers is exemplary.
Domb is to be congratulated on his lightness of touch in an area that could easily be quite heavy going. I
predict that this book will be a classic in its field for many years to come.
-- Chemistry in Britain, 1997

… he presents a lucid, comprehensive review of an important area of modern physics, and he tells the
fascinating story of how our present understanding of this subject was achieved. He succeeds in making
these two undertakings reinforce rather than conflict with each other; the historical approach makes the
physics and mathematics easier to comprehend, and the technical material provides depth and substance to
the historical account.
Anyone interested in statistical mechanics and critical phenomena will find much to enjoy in this book, from
the clear analysis of scientific strategy to the personal recollections of decisive events, presented with
enthusiasm and style by one who played an important role in the story. I would recommend it especially for
graduate students in all areas of physics for enlightenment and for inspiration.
-- Stephen Brush in Notes and Records, Royal Soc. London, 52, 1998

…Domb gives superb account of all three phases of his subject - the classical (90 pages), Onsager (130
pages), and the renormalization group (100 pages). He writes with the authority of one who has read widely
in the early history, who contributed substantially, with his research group at King's College, London, to the
working out of what he calls the 'Onsager revolution'.
-- J. S. Rowlinson (a Vice President of the Royal Society) in Journal of Statistical Physics, 1997

About the Author
Bar-Ilan University, Israel

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ann Birdsell:

The feeling that you get from Critical Point will be the more deep you rooting the information that hide
inside words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but
Critical Point giving you excitement feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in a number of way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this e-book is well-known
enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then
can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this particular
Critical Point instantly.

Cynthia Briscoe:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this Critical Point publication written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book which can be understand by anyone who read the
book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and publishing skill only for
eliminate your own personal hunger then you still doubt Critical Point as good book not simply by the cover
but also by content. This is one e-book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why
you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



Robert Lofton:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn a book
you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your knowledge, since book
has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you have
read. If you need to get information about your examine, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, and soon. The Critical
Point will give you new experience in looking at a book.

Lillian Kea:

You are able to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This Critical Point is simple to
deliver you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have much
space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you simpler to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you
buy this book.
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