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Long a dominant figure in the French human sciences, Pierre Bourdieu has
become internationally influential in the fields of sociology, anthropology, and
cultural studies. A major figure in the development of "practice" as an organizing
concept in social research, Bourdieu has emerged as the foremost advocate of
reflexive social science; his work combines an astonishing range of empirical
work with highly sophisticated theory.

American reception of his works, however, has lacked a full understanding of
their place within the broad context of French human science. His individual
works separated by distinct boundaries between social science fields in American
academia, Bourdieu's cohesive thought has come to this country in fragments.

Bourdieu: Critical Perspectives provides a unified and balanced appraisal of
Bourdieu's varied works by both proponents and skeptics. The essays are written
from the varied viewpoints of cultural anthropology, ethnomethodology and
other varieties of sociology, existential and Wittgensteinian philosophies,
linguistics, media studies, and feminism. They work around three main themes:
Bourdieu's effort to transcend gaps between practical knowledge and universal
structures, his central concept of "reflexivity," and the relations between social
structure, systems of classification, and language.

Ultimately, the contributors raise a variety of crucial theoretical questions and
address problems that are important not only to understanding Bourdieu but to
advancing empirical work of the kind he has pioneered. In an essay written
especially for this volume, Bourdieu describes his own "mode of intellectual
production" and the reasons he sees for its common misunderstanding.

The contributors are Hubert Dreyfus, Paul Rabinow, Charles Taylor, Aaron
Cicourel, James Collins, William Hanks, Beate Krais, Nicholas Garnham, Scott
Lash, Roger Brubaker, and Loic Wacquant, and the editors.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Craig Calhoun is president of the Social Science Research Council and professor of sociology and history at
New York University. He is the editor or coeditor of several volumes and author of Nationalism and Neither
Gods nor Emperors.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Louise Best:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students as they are still students or that for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
diverse personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great and important the book Bourdieu: Critical Perspectives. All type of book
could you see on many options. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Juan Moses:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of various
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you
read this Bourdieu: Critical Perspectives, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Deborah Knight:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching TV,
as well as playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent 24 hours a
day to reading a reserve. The book Bourdieu: Critical Perspectives it is extremely good to read. There are a
lot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. If you did not
have enough space bringing this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this
book out of your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book has high quality.



Melissa Broussard:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find book that need more time
to be examine. Bourdieu: Critical Perspectives can be your answer given it can be read by you who have
those short extra time problems.
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