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How do we come to trust our knowledge of the world? What are the means by
which we distinguish true from false accounts? Why do we credit one
observational statement over another?

In A Social History of Truth, Shapin engages these universal questions through
an elegant recreation of a crucial period in the history of early modern science:
the social world of gentlemen-philosophers in seventeenth-century England.
Steven Shapin paints a vivid picture of the relations between gentlemanly culture
and scientific practice. He argues that problems of credibility in science were
practically solved through the codes and conventions of genteel conduct: trust,
civility, honor, and integrity. These codes formed, and arguably still form, an
important basis for securing reliable knowledge about the natural world.

Shapin uses detailed historical narrative to argue about the establishment of
factual knowledge both in science and in everyday practice. Accounts of the
mores and manners of gentlemen-philosophers are used to illustrate Shapin's
broad claim that trust is imperative for constituting every kind of knowledge.
Knowledge-making is always a collective enterprise: people have to know whom
to trust in order to know something about the natural world.
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How do we come to trust our knowledge of the world? What are the means by which we distinguish true
from false accounts? Why do we credit one observational statement over another?

In A Social History of Truth, Shapin engages these universal questions through an elegant recreation of a
crucial period in the history of early modern science: the social world of gentlemen-philosophers in
seventeenth-century England. Steven Shapin paints a vivid picture of the relations between gentlemanly
culture and scientific practice. He argues that problems of credibility in science were practically solved
through the codes and conventions of genteel conduct: trust, civility, honor, and integrity. These codes
formed, and arguably still form, an important basis for securing reliable knowledge about the natural world.

Shapin uses detailed historical narrative to argue about the establishment of factual knowledge both in
science and in everyday practice. Accounts of the mores and manners of gentlemen-philosophers are used to
illustrate Shapin's broad claim that trust is imperative for constituting every kind of knowledge. Knowledge-
making is always a collective enterprise: people have to know whom to trust in order to know something
about the natural world.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Shapin argues that the validity and trust we place in today's scientific endeavors evolved to a large extent out
of the gentlemen's codes of civility in 17th-century England. Science was a gentleman's pastime, and when
an idea was disputed gentlemen appropriated the civil codes of their time to solve the dispute. Shapin, best
known for Leviathan and the Air-Pump: Hobbes, Boyle and the Experimental Life (Princeton Univ. Pr.,
1985), opens this book with a very complete and sometimes difficult-to-read introduction to the questions of
what civility, truth, trust, and moral order are. The rest can be read separately as a history of gentlemanly
conduct and gentlemanly science as a means of finding truth. Shapin also discusses Robert Boyle as an
example of a gentleman scientist. Offering a new way to look at early modern science, Shapin presents an
intellectual history of a formative period of English science to illustrate a source of the collective trust we
place in scientific truth. Recommended for history and philosophy collections.
Eric D. Albright, Galter Health Sciences Lib., Northwestern Univ., Chicago
Copyright 1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alta Valentin:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book titled A Social
History of Truth: Civility and Science in Seventeenth-Century England (Science and Its Conceptual
Foundations series)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you. You know beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Deborah Mele:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make these survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Yes,
by reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to endure than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this A Social History of Truth:
Civility and Science in Seventeenth-Century England (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) book
as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Vicky Moore:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely indeed.



People is human not really a huge robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the
spare time coming to anyone of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you try this one,
reading guides. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read will be A Social History of Truth: Civility and Science in Seventeenth-Century England (Science and
Its Conceptual Foundations series).

Grace Godwin:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library
or to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see colorful
photographs on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we know
that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, many ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this A Social History of Truth: Civility and Science in Seventeenth-
Century England (Science and Its Conceptual Foundations series) can make you feel more interested to read.
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