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Upon publication in 1997, The Norton Shakespeare set a new standard for
teaching editions of Shakespeare's complete works.

Instructors and students worldwide welcomed the fresh scholarship, lively and
accessible introductions, helpful marginal glosses and notes, readable single-
column format, all designed in support of the goal of the Oxford text: to bring the
modern reader closer than before possible to Shakespeare's plays as they were
first acted. Now, under Stephen Greenblatt's direction, the editors have
considered afresh each introduction and all of the apparatus to make the Second
Edition an even better teaching tool.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
In the crowded world of collected Shakespeares, there have been two notable works, The Oxford
Shakespeare (Oxford Univ., 1986) and The Riverside Shakespeare (Houghton Mifflin, 1997). The most
recent edition of the Riverside explores developments in Shakespearean criticism, while the Oxford presents
an innovation in the Shakespearean canon. It is the Oxford edition that forms the core of The Norton
Shakespeare, destined to change the count of notables to three. General editor Greenbelt (Berkeley and
Harvard) and editors Walter Cohen, Jean E. Howard, and Katharine Eisaman Maus, all noted scholars of the
period, acknowledge their debt to the work of the Oxford editors. However, they use the strong foundation of
the Oxford to create a new and wonderful text of great richness and depth. Their mission is to make
Shakespeare accessible to modern readers. With lengthy introductions providing insight into Shakespeare's
life and times as well as textual notes, marginal glosses, footnotes, and bibliographies, they more than
achieve their aim. In addition, the work is designed for use in classrooms (the student version includes a CD-
ROM) and to that end offers some fascinating textual editing to help both students and lovers of Shakespeare
understand the complexity of his writing. With King Lear, for example, the editors offer three versions: the
1608 quarto text, the 1623 Folio text (on facing pages), and then a conflated version of the two so that
readers can take their own measure of the merits of conflation. For Hamlet, the editors interpolated into the
folio passages of the second quarto with different typeface and spacing so that readers can view the work as
an organic text. The editors also seek to widen the reader's view of Shakespeare with additional essays by
Andrew Gurr (Univ. of Reading) on Elizabethan and Jacobean expectations of theater as well as genealogies,
an illustrated chronology of Shakespeare's life, and over 150 illustrations. The result is a work of immense
scope, scholarship, and richness. Not only will it be a vital collection for years, it will become the standard to
emulate. An essential purchase for all libraries.?Neal Wyatt, Chesterfield Cty. P.L., Va.
Copyright 1997 Reed Business Information, Inc.
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ashley Paul:

What do you regarding book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
individual? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being
bored faster. And you have free time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They have to
answer that question due to the fact just their can do that. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need that The Norton Shakespeare:
Based on the Oxford Edition, 2nd Edition to read.

John Augustine:

Now a day those who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each facts they get. How many people to
be smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help men and women out of this uncertainty Information specifically this The Norton Shakespeare:
Based on the Oxford Edition, 2nd Edition book because this book offers you rich information and
knowledge. Of course the knowledge in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may
already know.



Veronica Gregor:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This The Norton Shakespeare: Based on
the Oxford Edition, 2nd Edition is simple bringing you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as
well as soon. If you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It
is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Kaye Reynolds:

In this era which is the greater person or who has ability in doing something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple solution to have that. What you must do is just
spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of the books in the top
collection in your reading list is actually The Norton Shakespeare: Based on the Oxford Edition, 2nd Edition.
This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By
looking upward and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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