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The Importance of Living is a wry, witty antidote to the dizzying pace of the
modern world. Lin Yutang's prescription is the classic Chinese philosophy of
life: Revere inaction as much as action, invoke humor to maintain a healthy
attitude, and never forget that there will always be plenty of fools around who are
willing-indeed, eager-to be busy, to make themselves useful, and to exercise
power while you bask in the simple joy of existence.At a time when we're
overwhelmed with wake-up calls, here is a refreshing, playful reminder to savor
life's simple pleasures.
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The Importance of Living is a wry, witty antidote to the dizzying pace of the modern world. Lin Yutang's
prescription is the classic Chinese philosophy of life: Revere inaction as much as action, invoke humor to
maintain a healthy attitude, and never forget that there will always be plenty of fools around who are willing-
indeed, eager-to be busy, to make themselves useful, and to exercise power while you bask in the simple joy
of existence.At a time when we're overwhelmed with wake-up calls, here is a refreshing, playful reminder to
savor life's simple pleasures.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Is it really a philosophy book if it has a section entitled "The Importance of Loafing"? Harvard scholar,
Taoist, and modernist Lin Yutang wrote The Importance of Living to express his highly subjective, personal
feelings after years of studying ancient Chinese texts, and created a wonderfully slow-going yet radiantly
clear guide to the simple life. Taking walks, drinking tea, long talks with friends are all important to Lin,
whose stories and retellings of Taoist classics meander away from his points, find new ones, and remind us
to enjoy the life that's all around us without needless worry.

Lin's prose is gentle, like the conversation of a favorite lazy uncle who is more at home sipping lemonade on
the back porch than gulping lattes between meetings. The sincerity of his humility is surprising to a reader
used to postmodern writers who seem to pride themselves on their self-abasement. Though Lin deliberately
avoided fame and notoriety, correctly observing that it only leads to troubles, one can only hope that his
wisdom, timelier than ever, finds a wider audience among today's too-busy-to-breathe global culture. His
philosophy, more practical and enjoyable than the usual Western writings on the subject, reminds us all of
the vital importance of simply living. --Rob Lightner

About the Author
LIN YUTANG was born in 1895 to a mission family and became one of the best-known Chinese scholars
and writers.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Alice Ybarra:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a stroll,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible The Importance Of Living?
Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time along with your
favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Diane Smith:

The Importance Of Living can be one of your basic books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight
away because this e-book has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to
understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing The Importance Of Living but doesn't forget
the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one
among it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.



Beverly Hummell:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple way to have that. What you need to do is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top list in your reading list is actually The Importance Of Living. This book and that is qualified as The
Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you
can get many advantages.

Bonnie Wilson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got college students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby.
Therefore you know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You need to know
that reading is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update with regards to something
by book. Different categories of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually The
Importance Of Living.
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