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For thefirst time in four decades, there exists an authoritative and up-to-date
survey of the literature of the United States, from prehistoric cave narrativesto
the radical movements of the sixties and the experimentation of the eighties.

This comprehensive volume?one of the century's most important books in
American studies?extensively treats Hawthorne, Melville, Dickinson,
Hemingway, and other long-cherished writers, while also giving considerable
attention to recently discovered writers such as Kate Chopin and to literary
movements and forms of writing not studied amply in the past. Informed by the
most current critical and theoretical ideas, it sets forth a generation's
interpretation of the rise of American civilization and culture.

The Columbia Literary History of the United Sates contains essays by today's
foremost scholars and critics, overseen by aboard of distinguished editors headed
by Emory Elliott of Princeton University. These contributors reexaminein
contemporary terms traditional subjects such as the importance of Puritanism,
Romanticism, and frontier humor in American life and writing, but they also
fully explore themes and materials that have only begun to receive deserved
attention in the last two decades. Among these are the role of women as writers,
readers, and literary subjects and the impact of writers from minority groups,
both inside and outside the literary establishment.
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For thefirst time in four decades, there exists an authoritative and up-to-date survey of the literature of the
United States, from prehistoric cave narratives to the radical movements of the sixties and the
experimentation of the eighties.

This comprehensive volume?one of the century's most important books in American studies?extensively
treats Hawthorne, Melville, Dickinson, Hemingway, and other long-cherished writers, while also giving
considerable attention to recently discovered writers such as Kate Chopin and to literary movements and
forms of writing not studied amply in the past. Informed by the most current critical and theoretical idess, it
sets forth a generation's interpretation of the rise of American civilization and culture.

The Columbia Literary History of the United States contains essays by today's foremost scholars and critics,
overseen by aboard of distinguished editors headed by Emory Elliott of Princeton University. These
contributors reexamine in contemporary terms traditional subjects such as the importance of Puritanism,
Romanticism, and frontier humor in American life and writing, but they also fully explore themes and
materials that have only begun to receive deserved attention in the last two decades. Among these are the
role of women as writers, readers, and literary subjects and the impact of writers from minority groups, both
inside and outside the literary establishment.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal

Given the publisher's prestige and the numerous contributors, most libraries will regard this new literary
history as a necessary purchase. And it probably is necessary. One regrets, however, certain editorial
decisions. For example, there is no bibliography other than what is found in the essays themselves; in
precision and number, these citations are not what one would expect of such histories. The decision to
represent a"variety of viewpoints' and to permit "considerable variation in approach, tone, and style" caused
huge variations in the value of the various essays. Most are standard scholarly fare, but some are simply too
personal and subjective. This new history will replace Spiller's 40-year-old Literary History of the United
States, since Spiller does not reflect new critical emphases that have emerged in the past 20 years. Peter
Dallard, AlImaCall. Lib., Mich.

Copyright 1988 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review
"Thoroughly up-to-date in understanding and attitude, this new literary history is refreshingly contentious

and crammed with bright and bold reevaluations. It isintellectually challenging and socially and politically
provocative." -- "Paul Fussell"
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Review

This literature is surveyed in the Columbia Literary History at such length, and with such skill, that it defeats
the reviewer's duty to seek faults...

(Anthony Burgess The Atlantic)

This history summarizes where we are now and opens to us the many riches of the past, without attempting
to present its findings for asingle critical or dogmatic perspective or to establish a canon. Indeed asignal
contribution to literary history.

(Murray S. Martin, University Librarian, Tufts University)
Users Review

From reader reviews:



Doris Simmons:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they are still students or it for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Just smply you can be answered for that query above. Every
person has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't
would like do that. Y ou must know how great as well as important the book The Columbia Literary History
of the United States. All type of book isit possible to see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet
solutions or other social media

Katrina Roberts:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you fedl it? Will you something different to
fill your personal freetime/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Columbia Literary History of the United States can be
good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Carolyn Bailey:

Y ou can spend your free time to see this book this publication. This The Columbia Literary History of the
United States is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did
not have got much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. Y ou can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are alot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Willard Edwards:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Columbia Literary History of the United States was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Columbia Literary History of the
United States has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Investigation
company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So, not at all of book usually are
make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try
to like reading which.
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