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The Boundary Stones of Thought seeks to defend classical logic from a number
of attacks of a broadly anti-realist character. Ian Rumfitt is sympathetic to many
of the premisses underlying these attacks. Indeed, he regards some of them as
effective challenges to certain principles of classical semantics, notably the
Principle of Bivalence. He argues, though, that they are ineffective against
classical logic itself.

The book starts by considering the general problem of how conflicts over logical
laws may be rationally discussed and adjudicated. This leads to a consideration
of the nature of logic: Rumfitt identifies the particular features that mark out
logical consequence from other consequence relations, and he advances a new
argument for the ancient thesis that there is a modal element in the notion of
logical consequence. He develops a theory of that modal element in terms of
perhaps incomplete possibilities, rather than fully determinate possible worlds.
Some prima facie powerful arguments against the validity of certain classical
logical laws are then analysed in the light of this account of logic. Throughout,
care is taken to separate lines of anti-classical argument that, although distinct,
are often run together or confused.

The analysis yields, as by-products, semantic theories for a number of
problematical areas of discourse. These areas include our talk about sub-atomic
particles, about the infinite, about infinitesimals, about sets, and vague discourse.
Rumfitt concludes by defending his stance of accepting classical logic while
rejecting Bivalence, against Aristotle's argument that a classical logician is
committed to Bivalence. The ultimate aim is to liberate classical logic from the
dead hand of classical semantics.
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The book starts by considering the general problem of how conflicts over logical laws may be rationally
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Editorial Review

Review

"The book is careful, insightful, and imaginative. I, for one, learned much from it." -- Journal of Philosophy

About the Author

Ian Rumfitt, University of Birmingham

Ian Rumfitt studied philosophy at Balliol College, Oxford and at Princeton University. He has taught the
subject at Keele University, the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor, University College, Oxford (where he
was a Tutorial Fellow for seven years), and at Birkbeck College, London (where he was Professor of
Philosophy from 2005 until 2013). He is now Professor of Philosophy at the University of Birmingham. He
has published many articles in philosophical logic, in the philosophy of language, and in metaphysics.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Loretta Tellis:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the
Philosophy of Logic. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about
how is important a new book The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the Philosophy of Logic. You
can add know-how and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will end up known.
About simple point until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we could open a book as well as
searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library.
Let's learn.

Cynthia Johnson:

This The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the Philosophy of Logic are reliable for you who want to
become a successful person, why. The reason of this The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the
Philosophy of Logic can be one of several great books you must have will be giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that perhaps will shock your prior
knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
in the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the
Philosophy of Logic forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test
of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.



Jessica Kelly:

The particular book The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the Philosophy of Logic has a lot of
information on it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was written
by the very famous author. The writer makes some research just before write this book. This particular book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Carmen Dana:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Boundary Stones of Thought:
An Essay in the Philosophy of Logic as well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you
know how the truly great a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science reserve was created for
teacher or students especially. Those ebooks are helping them to bring their knowledge. In other case, beside
science book, any other book likes The Boundary Stones of Thought: An Essay in the Philosophy of Logic to
make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like here.
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