
Looking for Jake: Stories

By China Miéville

Looking for Jake: Stories By China Miéville

What William Gibson did for science fiction, China Miéville has done for
fantasy, shattering old paradigms with fiercely imaginative works of startling,
often shocking, intensity. Now from this brilliant young writer comes a
groundbreaking collection of stories, many of them previously unavailable in the
United States, and including four never-before-published tales–one set in
Miéville’s signature fantasy world of New Crobuzon. Among the fourteen superb
fictions are

“Jack”–Following the events of his acclaimed novel Perdido Street Station, this
tale of twisted attachment and horrific revenge traces the rise and fall of the
Remade Robin Hood known as Jack Half-a-Prayer.

“Familiar”–Spurned by its creator, a sorceress’s familiar embarks on a strange
and unsettling odyssey of self-discovery in a coming-of-age story like no other.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
London is a dangerous and demon-haunted place, at least for the characters in the dark, finely crafted tales
presented in Miéville's first story collection. Miéville, who has won Arthur C. Clarke, British Science Fiction
and British Fantasy awards, writes of a city besieged by exotic forms of urban decay, monsters, sadistic and
ghostly children, as well as, on a lighter note, the Gay Men's Radical Singing Caucus. In the novella "The
Tain," the city has been conquered by vengeful creatures who have erupted from every mirror and reflective
surface. In "Details," a story with subtle connections to H.P. Lovecraft's Cthulhu mythos, a young boy meets
an elderly woman who has looked too deeply into the patterns that underlie the universe. In "Foundation,"
perhaps the most powerful story in the book, a veteran must come to terms with the horrors he helped
perpetrate during the first Gulf War. Though lacking the baroque complexity and extravagance of Miéville's
novels (Iron Council, etc.), these 14 stories, including one in graphic-novel form, serve as a powerful
introduction to the work of one of the most important new fantasy writers of the past decade.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School–Miévilles novels mix Dickensian settings, Lovecraftian terrors, and political theory,
showcasing a style uniquely his own. This collection, which brings together a number of pieces previously
unavailable in the U.S., displays an even broader range of styles and interests. The weakest offerings are
those based solely on the authors political ideas. Tis the Season, for example, is set in a futuristic London at
Christmastime, and absolutely everything related to the holiday requires a license of some sort to participate.
Although the story is a fun satirical read, it is not likely to be revisited. The author shows his true skill and
imagination in the horror-oriented pieces. He has that rare gift of identifying those fears that flicker and lurk
within the deepest recesses of our minds and dropping them down right in front of us. The Ball Room turns
an everyday playroom in a furniture store into a haunted space of accidents, death, and mystery. The Tain,
the longest and probably strongest story, features creatures living in a parallel world who are forced to mimic
us as our reflections–until they burst free of their reflective prisons and start a violent war that threatens to
destroy humanity. These tales all make wonderful use of elegantly described yet terrifying scenes, lifting
them a notch above the standard horror fare. Fans may grumble that only one story is set in New Crobuzon,
the fantasyland featured in the novels. Despite some of its flaws, Jake is well worth seeking out.–Matthew L.
Moffett, Northern Virginia Community College, Annandale
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
*Starred Review* Even the greatest admirers of Mieville's New Crobuzon novels (the award-winning
Perdido Street Station, 2001; The Scar, 2002; and Iron Council, 2004) may feel that these stories really
fulfill his big newcomer's promise. Several proceed in the best kind of uncertainty, sustaining the gnawing
question, what is going on here? In "Go Between," a man finds things in, say, bread loafs, or chocolate bars,
along with directions to convey them elsewhere. He always obeys, until one day he gets word that his work
is done. Thinking he has been dumped, he pettishly refuses to post his last find. War breaks out: the end.
Other stories concern inexplicable occurrences. In "Reports of Certain Events in London," papers mistakenly
delivered to Mieville suggest that short streets in major cities are temporally and physically unstable. In "The
Ball Room," cowritten with Emma Bircham and Max Schaefer, the extremely popular play cage in an Ikea-
like store requires an exorcist. "An End to Hunger" and "'Tis the Season" are rich, sharp satires of "free
market" capitalism. "Jack" is a note from the New Crobuzon underground. "On the Way to the Front" is a
comics collaboration with the most impressive penciller, Liam Sharp. The book concludes with "The Tain,"

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


a powerful postapocalyptic novella about both sides of the looking glass. In every story, Mieville's way with
voice and perspective is utterly captivating. Brilliant work. Ray Olson
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Helen Wright:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading routine give
you lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the book
this improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of book you read, if
you want have more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want experience happy read one
along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the Looking for Jake: Stories is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Chester Grantham:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially hype book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Looking for Jake: Stories, you may tells your family, friends along with soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Paulette Wang:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, ya
think reading a book can really hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Looking for Jake: Stories which is
getting the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's see.

Juan Jensen:

A lot of reserve has printed but it is different. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is referred to as
of book Looking for Jake: Stories. You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without making the printed
book, it could add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware
about reserve. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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