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The Labrang Tibetan Buddhist Monastery in Amdo and its extended support
community are one of the largest and most famous in Tibetan history. This
crucially important and little-studied community is on the northeast corner of the
Tibetan Plateau in modern Gansu Province, in close proximity to Chinese,
Mongol, and Muslim communities. It is Tibetan but located in Ching; it was
founded by Mongols, and associated with Muslims. Its wide-ranging Tibetan
religious institutions are well established and serve as the foundations for the
community's social and political infrastructures. The Labrang community's
borderlands location, the prominence of itsreligious ingtitutions, and the
resilience and identity of its nomadic and semi-nomadic cultures were factorsin
the growth and survival of the monastery and its enormous estate.

This book tells the story of the status and function of the Tibetan Buddhist
religion in its fully developed monastic and public dimensions. It isan
interdisciplinary project that examines the history of socia and political conflict
and compromise between the different local ethnic groups. The book presents
new perspectives on Qing Dynasty and Republican-era Chinese politics, with far-
reaching implications for contemporary China. It brings a new understanding of
Sino-Tibetan-Mongol-Muslim histories and societies. This volume will be of
interest to undergraduate and graduate student majorsin Tibetan and Buddhist
studies, in Chinese and Mongol studies, and to scholars of Asian social and
political studies.
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The Labrang Tibetan Buddhist Monastery in Amdo and its extended support community are one of the
largest and most famous in Tibetan history. This crucialy important and little-studied community is on the
northeast corner of the Tibetan Plateau in modern Gansu Province, in close proximity to Chinese, Mongol,
and Muslim communities. It is Tibetan but located in China; it was founded by Mongols, and associated with
Muslims. Its wide-ranging Tibetan religious institutions are well established and serve as the foundations for
the community's socia and political infrastructures. The Labrang community's borderlands location, the
prominence of its religious institutions, and the resilience and identity of its nomadic and semi-nomadic
cultures were factors in the growth and survival of the monastery and its enormous estate.

This book tells the story of the status and function of the Tibetan Buddhist religion in its fully developed
monastic and public dimensions. It is an interdisciplinary project that examines the history of social and
political conflict and compromise between the different local ethnic groups. The book presents new
perspectives on Qing Dynasty and Republican-era Chinese politics, with far-reaching implications for
contemporary China. It brings a new understanding of Sino-Tibetan-Maongol-Muslim histories and societies.
Thisvolume will be of interest to undergraduate and graduate student majors in Tibetan and Buddhi st
studies, in Chinese and Mongol studies, and to scholars of Asian social and political studies.
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Editorial Review

Review

One of the largest and most powerful ingtitutions in Tibetan history, unique in its placement amid segmented
territories ruled by several distinct inner Asian groups, Labrang Monastery has long been asite in need of
critical study. Paul Kocot Nietupski's work brings us a thoroughly researched and sophisticated social and
political history of Labrang Monastery. Drawing on awide range of written and oral source material,
Nietupski supplements awelcome survey of Amdo's religious and social structures with a careful study of
the shifting socia and palitical infrastructure underlying Labrang and its support communities. His
examination of the spiritual and temporal authority of Labrang Monastery and the special forms of
diplomacy needed for interaction with surrounding Manchu, Chinese, Mongol, and Muslim groups in this
volatile region, makes afundamental contribution to our knowledge of Asian history. (Frances Garrett,
University of Toronto)

Labrang Tashikyil isone of the major Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and no contemporary Western scholar
has researched its place in the Tibetan cultural world more deeply or more extensively than Paul Nietupski.
This study isrichin detail in so many different areas. Labrang's history, economic structure, scholarly
traditions, political role in the Tibetan Northeast, and much more are intricately described by Prof. Nietupski.
He brings to the reader much that is new in the way of both information and insights. Thisis a most welcome
volume... (Elliot Sperling, Indiana University)

Nietupski has provided us a fascinating snapshot on how multi-dimensional Buddhist monasteries can be and
often were. The placement of the monastery in the frontier between Tibet and China, with significant

Mongol and Muslim populations in the mix, revealsin detail the institutional, political and religious
dynamics of the area. Far from the image of Buddhist monasteries as contempl ative enclaves removed from
society, Labrang is shown to be the major socia forcein its area of Chinese Central Asia. An excellent
example of the intersection of written sources in Tibetan and Chinese with the oral histories that Nietupski
secured during his lengthy fieldwork in Labrang. (Ronald M. Davidson, Fairfield University)

Labrang Tashikyil is one of the major Tibetan Buddhist monasteries and no contemporary Western scholar
has researched its place in the Tibetan cultural world more deeply or more extensively than Paul Nietupski.
This study isrichin detail in so many different areas. Labrang's history, economic structure, scholarly
traditions, political role in the Tibetan Northeast, and much more are intricately described by Prof. Nietupski.
He brings to the reader much that is new in the way of both information andinsights. Thisis amost welcome
volume. (Elliot Sperling, Indiana University)

About the Author
Paul Nietupski is professor of religious studies at John Carroll University.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
M egan Fairbanks:

What do you concerning book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you really need



something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. They must answer that question simply
because just their can do in which. It said that about publication. Book isfamiliar on every person. Yes, itis
right. Because start from on pre-school until university need this particular Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan
Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studiesin Modern Tibetan Culture) to
read.

David Simpson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not hoping Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan
Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studiesin Modern Tibetan Culture) that
give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior al over the
world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world a great deal better then how they react to the
world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky individual but for all of you who
wants to always be success person. So, for every you who want to start studying as your good habit, you are
able to pick Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-
1958 (Studiesin Modern Tibetan Culture) become your starter.

LucasFlorio:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the whole day. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, think reading a book really can hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It aright you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Labrang Monastery: A
Tibetan Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studiesin Modern Tibetan
Culture) which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Linda Young:

As ascholar exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or even
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students fedl that looking at is not important, boring and can't see colorful
pictures on there. Yeah, it isfor being complicated. Book is very important in your case. Aswe know that on
this period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore, this Labrang Monastery: A Tibetan Buddhist Community on the Inner Asian
Borderlands, 1709-1958 (Studiesin Modern Tibetan Culture) can make you really feel more interested to
read.
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