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Like Dorothy waking up over the rainbow in the Land of Oz, Hollywood
discovered a vivid new world of color in the 1930s. The introduction of three-
color Technicolor technology in 1932 gave filmmakers a powerful tool with
which to guide viewers' attention, punctuate turning points, and express
emotional subtext. Although many producers and filmmakers initially resisted the
use of color, Technicolor designers, led by the legendary Natalie Kalmus,
developed an aesthetic that complemented the classical Hollywood filmmaking
style while still offering innovative novelty. By the end of the 1930s, color in
film was thoroughly harnessed to narrative, and it became elegantly expressive
without threatening the coherence of the film's imaginary world.

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow is the first scholarly history of Technicolor
aesthetics and technology, as well as a thoroughgoing analysis of how color
works in film. Scott Higgins draws on extensive primary research and close
analysis of well-known movies, including Becky Sharp, A Star Is Born,
Adventures of Robin Hood, and Gone with the Wind, to show how the
Technicolor films of the 1930s forged enduring conventions for handling color in
popular cinema. He argues that filmmakers and designers rapidly worked through
a series of stylistic modes based on the demonstration, restraint, and integration
of color—and shows how the color conventions developed in the 1930s have
continued to influence filmmaking to the present day. Higgins also formulates a
new vocabulary and a method of analysis for capturing the often-elusive
functions and effects of color that, in turn, open new avenues for the study of
film form and lay a foundation for new work on color in cinema.
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Like Dorothy waking up over the rainbow in the Land of Oz, Hollywood discovered a vivid new world of
color in the 1930s. The introduction of three-color Technicolor technology in 1932 gave filmmakers a
powerful tool with which to guide viewers' attention, punctuate turning points, and express emotional
subtext. Although many producers and filmmakers initially resisted the use of color, Technicolor designers,
led by the legendary Natalie Kalmus, developed an aesthetic that complemented the classical Hollywood
filmmaking style while still offering innovative novelty. By the end of the 1930s, color in film was
thoroughly harnessed to narrative, and it became elegantly expressive without threatening the coherence of
the film's imaginary world.

Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow is the first scholarly history of Technicolor aesthetics and technology,
as well as a thoroughgoing analysis of how color works in film. Scott Higgins draws on extensive primary
research and close analysis of well-known movies, including Becky Sharp, A Star Is Born, Adventures of
Robin Hood, and Gone with the Wind, to show how the Technicolor films of the 1930s forged enduring
conventions for handling color in popular cinema. He argues that filmmakers and designers rapidly worked
through a series of stylistic modes based on the demonstration, restraint, and integration of color—and shows
how the color conventions developed in the 1930s have continued to influence filmmaking to the present
day. Higgins also formulates a new vocabulary and a method of analysis for capturing the often-elusive
functions and effects of color that, in turn, open new avenues for the study of film form and lay a foundation
for new work on color in cinema.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...an essential volume for anyone interested in how the use of color shapes the films that we make and see."
(American Cinematographer Magazine)

About the Author
Scott Higgins is Associate Professor of Film Studies at Wesleyan University in Middletown, Connecticut.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ruth Walker:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s. Try to
make book Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s as your buddy. It means that it
can to become your friend when you experience alone and beside that of course make you smarter than ever
before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in your case. The book makes you more confidence because you can know
everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Erica Clark:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make all of them keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe
will certainly update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what type you should start with. This Harnessing the Technicolor
Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as
this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Anita Jones:

Often the book Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s will bring someone to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow:
Color Design in the 1930s is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book through the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.



Christina Almonte:

This Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information as it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it
getting knowledge more you know or perhaps you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
Harnessing the Technicolor Rainbow: Color Design in the 1930s can be the light food for you personally
because the information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books develop itself in the
form that is reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't
miss the idea! Just read this e-book sort for your better life as well as knowledge.
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