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What does sexual orientation mean if the very categories of gender arein
guestion? How do we measure equality when our society’ s definitions of “male”
and “female’ leave out much of the population? There is no consensus on what a
“real” man or woman is, where one’'s sex begins and ends, or what purpose the
categories of masculine and feminine traits serve. While significant strides have
been made in recent years on behalf of women’s, gay and lesbian rights, thereis
still alarge division between the law and day-to-day reality for LGBTQIA and
female-identified individualsin American society. The practices, media outlets
and institutions that privilege heterosexuality and traditional gender roles as
“natural” need a closer examination.

Gender & Sexuality For Beginners considers the uses and limitations of biology
in defining gender. Questioning gender and sex as both categories and forms of
compulsory identification, it critically examines the issues in the historical and
contemporary construction, meaning and perpetuation of gender roles. Gender &
Sexuality For Beginnersinterweaves neurobiology, psychology, feminist, queer
and trans theory, as well as historical gay and lesbian activism to offer new
perspectives on gender inequality, ultimately pointing to the clear inadequacy of
gender categories and the ways in which the sex-gender system oppresses us al.
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What does sexual orientation mean if the very categories of gender are in question? How do we measure
equality when our society’ s definitions of “male” and “female” leave out much of the population? Thereis
Nno consensus on what a*“real” man or woman is, where one’ s sex begins and ends, or what purpose the
categories of masculine and feminine traits serve. While significant strides have been made in recent years
on behalf of women’s, gay and lesbian rights, thereis still alarge division between the law and day-to-day
reality for LGBTQIA and female-identified individuals in American society. The practices, media outlets
and institutions that privilege heterosexuality and traditional gender roles as “natural” need a closer
examination.

Gender & Sexuality For Beginners considers the uses and limitations of biology in defining gender.
Questioning gender and sex as both categories and forms of compulsory identification, it critically examines
the issuesin the historical and contemporary construction, meaning and perpetuation of gender roles. Gender
& Sexuality For Beginners interweaves neurobiology, psychology, feminist, queer and trans theory, as well
as historical gay and lesbian activism to offer new perspectives on gender inequality, ultimately pointing to
the clear inadequacy of gender categories and the ways in which the sex-gender system oppresses us all.
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Editorial Review

Review

"With a strong focus on the law and the sciences, Garbacik attempts a comprehensive history of gender and
sexuality in the Western world. . . . Theresult is an articulate tour through diverse histories, addressing both
popular and obscure texts from across the world, and in a variety of general and academic disciplines
(biology, critical theory, and pop-psychology all receive fair shares of attention). . . . aconcise primer for
those beginning to explore contemporary gender politics." -- Publishers Weekly

“A challenging and engaging page-turner, this book could change the way Americans perceive gender,
orientation, and the practices that privilege heteronormativity. With precision and lucidity, Garbacik
manages an impressive feat: she presents readers with an accessible history of the evolvement of our
society’ s basic tenets surrounding gender and sexuality. What' s more, she turns many widely held
assumptions directly on their head, leaving us the disquieting sense that, when it comes to understanding the
differences between men and women, we may have been misled.” --Dr. Belisa Vranich, Clinical
Psychologist, Author & Media Personality

About the Author

Jaimee Garbacik isthe owner and founder of Footnote Editorial Services. An editor, writer and publishing
consultant, she specializesin short story collections, young adult and literary fiction, cultural anthropology,
gender studies, queer theory and food writing. Jaimee cut her teeth in publishing as the acquisitions editor for
amajor literary agency in Manhattan, handling editorial development for the agency’s more than 200 clients
world-wide. Jaimee livesin Seattle, WA, where she is a member of the governing body at The Vera Project,
ayouth-led music and arts venue that provides experiential learning opportunities for all ages.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Santa M cNabb:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goa; it means that book
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Gender & Sexuality For Beginners.

Ralph Humphries:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students because they're still students or the item for all peoplein
the world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great along with important the book Gender & Sexuality For Beginners.
All type of book would you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the internet methods or other social
media.



Alice Billups:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Gender & Sexuality
For Beginners suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Gender & Sexuality For Beginnersis the main one of several books in which everyone read
now. Thiskind of book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this guide you will enter the
new dimension that you ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, therefore
al of people can easily to recognise the core of thisreserve. This book will give you awide range of
information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Betty Callahan:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV all day long. Y ou can have new activity to invest your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book really can hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It ok you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smart phone. Like Gender & Sexuality For
Beginners which is getting the e-book version. So, try out this book? Let's see.
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