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Over the past thirty years there has been a tremendous growth in interest in the
multidisciplinary field of human-companion animal interactions and
relationships. The increased interest in human-pet relationships is not surprising
considering that pets are kept in at least half of the households in Western
societies. What is so special about the relationships people have with their pets?
Are we very different from our ancestors in the way we feel about animals? What
does pet keeping tell us about ourselves and our relationships with people? Can
pets be good for our health? Does having pets help promote empathy for other
humans? Companion Animals and Us brings together some of the newest
research from a wide variety of disciplines including anthropology, history,
psychology, sociology, and human and veterinary medicine to explore these and
many other questions. This book will provide fascinating reading for anyone
interested in understanding more about the human-pet relationships.
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Over the past thirty years there has been a tremendous growth in interest in the multidisciplinary field of
human-companion animal interactions and relationships. The increased interest in human-pet relationships is
not surprising considering that pets are kept in at least half of the households in Western societies. What is so
special about the relationships people have with their pets? Are we very different from our ancestors in the
way we feel about animals? What does pet keeping tell us about ourselves and our relationships with people?
Can pets be good for our health? Does having pets help promote empathy for other humans? Companion
Animals and Us brings together some of the newest research from a wide variety of disciplines including
anthropology, history, psychology, sociology, and human and veterinary medicine to explore these and many
other questions. This book will provide fascinating reading for anyone interested in understanding more
about the human-pet relationships.
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Editorial Review

Review
"This excellent scholarly work belongs in all libraries with large psychology or animal-technology sections."
Booklist

"Companion Animals & Us offers perspectives on our relationships with nonhuman housemates, drawing
from a growing scientific literature, and stimulating many important questions to answer in the future."
Ethology 2001

About the Author
James Serpell is the Marie A. Moore Professor of Humane Ethics and Animal Welfare at the School of
Veterinary Medicine, University of Pennsylvania, where he also directs the Center for the Interaction of
Animals & Society. He received his bachelor's degree in Zoology from University College London (UK) in
1974, and his PhD in Animal Behavior from the University of Liverpool (UK) in 1980. He moved to his
current position at the University of Pennsylvania in 1993. Dr. Serpell is the current President of the
International Society for Anthrozoology (ISAZ). He serves on the editorial boards of most of the major
journals on animal welfare, applied animal behavior, and human-animal interactions. His research focuses on
the behavior and welfare of companion animals, the development of human attitudes to animals, and the
history of human-animal relationships. In addition to publishing more than 70 journal articles and book
chapters on these and related topics, he is the author, editor, or co-editor of several books including Animals
& Human Society: Changing Perspectives (1994), The Domestic Dog: Its Evolution, Behavior & Interactions
with People (1995), In the Company of Animals (1996), and Companion Animals & Us (2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Thomas Garcia:

The book Companion Animals and Us: Exploring the Relationships between People and Pets can give more
knowledge and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the
good thing like a book Companion Animals and Us: Exploring the Relationships between People and Pets?
A few of you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
may give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Companion Animals and Us: Exploring the
Relationships between People and Pets has simple shape however, you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

William Fields:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive right now, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice simply by
surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yep,
by reading a book your ability to survive enhance then having chance to remain than other is high. For



yourself who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Companion Animals and Us:
Exploring the Relationships between People and Pets book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Ruth Little:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Companion Animals and Us:
Exploring the Relationships between People and Pets that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the means for people
to know world better then how they react toward the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you
who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick Companion Animals and Us: Exploring
the Relationships between People and Pets become your own personal starter.

Belinda Hamilton:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up being
rare? Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading.
Some people likes studying, not only science book but also novel and Companion Animals and Us:
Exploring the Relationships between People and Pets as well as others sources were given knowledge for
you. After you know how the good a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science e-book was created
for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge. In
other case, beside science reserve, any other book likes Companion Animals and Us: Exploring the
Relationships between People and Pets to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book
like this one.
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