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Rejecting his era's genteel hypocrisy about miscegenation, lynching, and
"passing," Charles W. Chesnutt broke new ground in American literature with
his innovative explorations of racial identity and use of African-American speech
and folklore. Chesnutt exposed the deformed logic of the Jim Crow system-
creating, in the process, the modern African-American novel. Here is the best of
Chesnutt's fiction and nonfiction in the largest and most comprehensive edition
ever published, featuring a newly researched chronology of the writer's life.

The Conjure Woman (1899) introduced Chesnutt to the public as a writer of
"conjure" tales, stories that explore black folklore and supernaturalism. That
same year, he published The Wife of His Youth, and Other Stories of the
Color Line, stories set in Chesnutt's native North Carolina that dramatize the
legacies of slavery and Reconstruction at the turn of the century. His first novel,
The House Behind the Cedars (1900), is a study of racial passing. The
Marrow of Tradition (1901), Chesnutt's masterpiece, is a powerful and bitter
novel about the harsh reassertion of white dominance in a southern town at the
end of the Reconstruction era.

Nine uncollected short stories round out the volume's fiction, including conjure
tales omitted from The Conjure Woman and two stories that are unavailable in
any other edition. Eight essays highlight his prescient views on the paradoxes of
race relations in America and the definition of race itself.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Hester Crutchfield:

Here thing why this kind of Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of America) are
different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good but it really depends in the content
than it which is the content is as yummy as food or not. Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays
(Library of America) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any reserve out there
but there is no publication that similar with Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of
America). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the printed book maybe the form of Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of
America) in e-book can be your substitute.

William Mayer:

The e-book untitled Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of America) is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an
individual. The language that article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to
understand. The copy writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that
they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-book of Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories,
Novels, and Essays (Library of America) from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Gary Farrell:

Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of America) can be one of your beginner books
that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The article writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing Charles W.
Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of America) although doesn't forget the main place, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource data that maybe you can be certainly one of it.
This great information can certainly drawn you into completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Richard Pascual:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind



proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your limited time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
book that need more time to be examine. Charles W. Chesnutt: Stories, Novels, and Essays (Library of
America) can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short spare time problems.
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