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This collection of thirteen essays, edited by historian W. Fitzhugh Brundage,
brings together original work from sixteen scholars in various disciplines,
ranging from theater and literature to history and music, to address the complex
roles of black performers, entrepreneurs, and consumers in American mass
culture during the early twentieth century.

Moving beyond the familiar territory of blackface and minstrelsy, these essays
present a fresh look at the history of African Americans and mass culture. With
subjects ranging from representations of race in sheet music illustrations to
African American interest in Haitian culture, Beyond Blackface recovers the
history of forgotten or obscure cultural figures and shows how these historical
actors played a role in the creation of American mass culture. The essays explore
the predicament that blacks faced at a time when white supremacy crested and
innovations in consumption, technology, and leisure made mass culture possible.
Underscoring the importance and complexity of race in the emergence of mass
culture, Beyond Blackface depicts popular culture as a crucial arena in which
African Americans struggled to secure a foothold as masters of their own
representation and architects of the nation's emerging consumer society.
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Editorial Review

Review
[Brundage] has edited this timely volume with authority and thoroughness.--North Carolina Historical
Review

This volume is a rich synthesis of the history of African Americans and mass culture from the late nineteenth
century through the 1930s. . . . [It] stands as an excellent overview that fills a large gap in the
scholarship.--The Historian

An invaluable introduction to the emergence of African American popular culture.--Florida Historical
Quarterly

These essays do genuinely deepen our understanding of black participation in the burgeoning consumer
culture of America. This book will complement other recent scholarship on this period. . . underscoring the
role of African Americans in the making of American modernity.--Southern Historian

Recommended. All levels/libraries.--Choice

Review
This anthology deftly illuminates the revealing innovation and experimentation that characterized black
culture, American popular culture, and the fruits of their cross-pollination in the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries. These rich essays make abundantly clear the extraordinary impact of African Americans
and African American culture on the making of modern American popular culture.--Waldo E. Martin Jr.,
University of California, Berkeley

This first-rate collection of essays seeks to move conversations about black performance, black culture, and
the embodiment of both beyond the heretofore 'comfortable' terrain of blackface and minstrelsy. It does so
with resounding success. Bravo to the essayists of this excellent volume.--Jonathan Scott Holloway, Yale
University

From the Inside Flap
This collection of thirteen essays, edited by W. Fitzhugh Brundage, brings together original work from



sixteen scholars in various disciplines to present a fresh look at the history of African Americans and mass
culture. This book depicts popular culture as a crucial arena in which African Americans struggled to secure
a foothold as masters of their own representation and architects of the nation's emerging consumer society.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Karen Ruiz:

The book Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930
(H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You
can use to make your capable far more increase. Book can being your best friend when you getting anxiety
or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Beyond Blackface: African
Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs
Lehman Series) to be your habit, you can get considerably more advantages, like add your capable, increase
your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open and read a book
Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H.
Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or
encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this reserve?

Kyle Coffman:

Here thing why this particular Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular
Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all reading through a book is good but it really depends in the content of computer which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of
American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) giving you
information deeper since different ways, you can find any publication out there but there is no reserve that
similar with Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-
1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up
your personal eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you.
You can bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. For anyone who
is having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Beyond Blackface: African
Americans and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs
Lehman Series) in e-book can be your alternate.

Rosalie Lloyd:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? May be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of charge time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled Beyond Blackface: African Americans and the Creation of
American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) can be great book to
read. May be it can be best activity to you.



Nicholas Gober:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Beyond Blackface: African Americans and
the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series) was
colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Beyond Blackface: African Americans
and the Creation of American Popular Culture, 1890-1930 (H. Eugene and Lillian Youngs Lehman Series)
has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read
and believe you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading
this.
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