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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review
Like most other human artifacts, the common pencil, made and sold today by the millions, has a long and
complex history. Henry Petroski, who combines a talent for fine writing with a deep knowledge of
engineering and technological history, examines the story of the pencil, considering it not only as a thing in
itself, but also as an exemplar of all things that are designed and manufactured.

Petroski ranges widely in time, discussing the writing technologies of antiquity. But his story really begins in
the early modern period, when, in 1565, a Swiss naturalist first described the properties of the mineral that
became known as graphite. Petroski traces the evolution of the pencil through the Industrial Revolution,
when machine manufacture replaced earlier handwork. Along the way, he looks at some of pencil making's
great innovators--including Henry David Thoreau, the famed writer, who worked in his father's pencil
factory, inventing techniques for grinding graphite and experimenting with blends of lead, clay, and other
ingredients to yield pencils of varying hardness and darkness. Petroski closes with a look at how pencils are
made today--a still-imperfect technology that may yet evolve with new advances in materials and design. --
Gregory McNamee

From Publishers Weekly
This delightful history of the lowly pencil offers a mind-sharpening look at the intersection of engineering,
economics and culture. Illustrated.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal
YA-- An incredibly rich and complex history of this entirely unremarkable instrument of communication.
Petroski explains the origins of its name, traces the search for suitable supplies of lead and wood, and
explains why most pencils have six sides. He does all of this in an informative and entertaining style in a
book made richer by its illustrations. The author does, however, have an ulterior motive. He uses the history
of the pencil to provide numerous illustrations of the process called engineering, from design to manufacture
and marketing. He also points out that engineering is a social phenomena, influenced by economic
conditions, national rivalries, and other, often surprising elements. Many high school students, especially
those with an interest in design, will enjoy this book. Portions of it could be used to provide lessons in
economics as well as engineering and design.
- James Rose, Jefferson Sci-Tech, Alexandria, VA
Copyright 1991 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucile Brown:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book The Pencil: A History of Design and
Circumstance. All type of book could you see on many options. You can look for the internet sources or



other social media.

Francisco Gentry:

Information is provisions for individuals to get better life, information presently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are challenging be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take The Pencil: A History of Design and Circumstance
as your daily resource information.

Mary Tiller:

The reason why? Because this The Pencil: A History of Design and Circumstance is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will shock you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else write the book in such awesome way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book
will give you a lot of gains than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

Barry Altman:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to you personally is The Pencil: A History of Design and Circumstance this guide consist a lot
of the information in the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how can the world
has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some
research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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