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A passionate plea to preserve and renew public education, The Death and Life of
the Great American School System is a radical change of heart from one of
America's best-known education experts.

Diane Ravitch—former assistant secretary of education and a leader in the drive
to create a national curriculum—examines her career in education reform and
repudiates positions that she once staunchly advocated. Drawing on over forty
years of research and experience, Ravitch critiques today's most popular ideas for
restructuring schools, including privatization, standardized testing, punitive
accountability, and the feckless multiplication of charter schools. She shows
conclusively why the business model is not an appropriate way to improve
schools. Using examples from major cities like New York, Philadelphia,
Chicago, Denver, and San Diego, Ravitch makes the case that public education
today is in peril.

Ravitch includes clear prescriptions for improving America's schools:
–leave decisions about schools to educators, not politicians or businessmen

–devise a truly national curriculum that sets out what children in every grade
should be learning

–expect charter schools to educate the kids who need help the most, not to
compete with public schools

–pay teachers a fair wage for their work, not “merit pay” based on deeply flawed
and unreliable test scores

–encourage family involvement in education from an early age

The Death and Life of the Great American School System is more than just an
analysis of the state of play of the American education system. It is a must-read
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for any stakeholder in the future of American schooling.
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Editorial Review

Review

Los Angeles Times
“The Death and Life of the Great American School System may yet inspire a lot of high-level rethinking.”

Valerie Strauss, Washington Post
“Her credibility with conservatives is exactly why it would be particularly instructive for everyone—whether
you have kids in school or not—to read The Death and Life of the Great American School System.”

Booklist, starred
“For readers on all sides of the school-reform debate, this is a very important book.”

Library Journal, starred
“[A]n important and highly readable examination of the educational system, how it fails to prepare students
for life after graduation, and how we can put it back on track.... Anyone interested in education should
definitely read this accessible, riveting book.”

Howard Gardner, Hobbs Professor of Cognition and Education, Harvard Graduate School of
Education
“Diane Ravitch is the rarest of scholars—one who reports her findings and conclusions, even when they go
against conventional wisdom and even when they counter her earlier, publicly espoused positions. A ‘must'
read for all who truly care about American education.”

Wall Street Journal
“Ms. Ravitch [is] the country's soberest, most history-minded education expert.”

Christian Science Monitor
“Ravitch's hopeful vision is of a national curriculum—she's had enough of fly-by-night methods and
unchallenging requirements. She's impatient with education that is not personally transformative. She
believes there is experience and knowledge of art, literature, history, science, and math that every public
school graduate should have.”

National Review
“The book intelligently and readably addresses today's education controversies, using a combination of
anecdotes, case studies, and statistics.... [I]t's a must-read for education policymakers at all levels of
government.”

Time Magazine
“Ravitch's critique is an essential one—passionate, well considered and completely logical.”

Jay Matthews,WashingtonPost.com
“Ravitch is our best living historian of education. In my view she is the best ever.”



Boston Globe
“The book that follows is, if not a mea culpa, perhaps something more valuable—a fiercely argued manifesto
against fads in education reform and for public schools, and the teachers and students who inhabit them.”

Linda Darling-Hammond, Charles E. Ducommon Professor of Education, Stanford University, and
Founding Executive Director, National Commission for Teaching & America's Future
“Diane Ravitch is one of the most important public intellectuals of our time. In this powerful and deftly
written book, she takes on the big issues of American education today, fearlessly articulating both the central
importance of strong public education and the central elements for strengthening our schools. Anyone who
cares about public education should read this book.”

E. D. Hirsch, Jr., author of Cultural Literacy, The Schools We Need, and The Making of Americans
“No citizen can afford to ignore this brave book by our premier historian of education. Diane Ravitch shines
a bright, corrective light on the exaggerated claims of school reformers on both the left and the right, and
offers an utterly convincing case for abandoning quick fixes in favor of nurturing the minds and hearts of our
students from the earliest years with enabling knowledge and values.”

New York Times
“Ms. Ravitch...writes with enormous authority and common sense.”

The Nation
“In an age when almost everybody has an opinion about schools, Ravitch's name must be somewhere near
the top of the Rolodex of every serious education journalist in this country.”

About the Author

Diane Ravitch is Research Professor of Education at New York University and a historian of education. She
is the former Assistant Secretary of Education and a former member of the National Assessment Governing
Board, which oversees the National Assessment of Educational Progress, the federal testing program. The
author of ten books, including Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the Danger to
America's Public Schools, Ravitch lives in Brooklyn, New York.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

William Vogt:

The book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why
must we leave a very important thing like a book The Death and Life of the Great American School System:
How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education? Some of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely correct. Right now, try to closer with
the book. Knowledge or information that you take for that, you may give for each other; you are able to share
all of these. Book The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are
Undermining Education has simple shape nevertheless, you know: it has great and large function for you.
You can seem the enormous world by open up and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.



Edward Salazar:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the subject The Death
and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education
suitable to you? The particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled The
Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Educationis the one of several books that everyone read now. This book was inspired many people in the
world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know ahead of. The author
explained their idea in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book.
This book will give you a lots of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the
world in this particular book.

Martha Dixon:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book entitled
The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining
Education your thoughts will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe
unidentified for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then
become one type conclusion and explanation in which maybe you never get before. The The Death and Life
of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice Are Undermining Education giving you one
more experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your better life
on this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind are going to be
pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Clifford McDaniel:

As a student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library in order
to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real
their hobby. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice
Are Undermining Education can make you experience more interested to read.
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