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John Kenneth Galbraith's classic investigation of private wealth and public
poverty in postwar America

With customary clarity, eloquence, and humor, Harvard economist John Kenneth
Galbraith gets at the heart of what economic security means in The Affluent
Society. Warning against individual and societal complacence about economic
inequity, he offers an economic model for investing in public wealth that
challenges “ conventional wisdom” (a phrase he coined that has since entered our
vernacular) about the long-term value of a production-based economy and the
true nature of poverty. Both politicaly divisive and remarkably prescient, The
Affluent Society is as relevant today on the question of wealthin Americaas it
wasin 1958.
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Editorial Review

Amazon.com Review

Conventional wisdom has it that John Kenneth Galbraith's The Affluent Society spawned the neoliberalism
we seein Bill Clinton, Tony Blair, and other world leaders. The economist's prose, lofty but still easily
manageable, laid down the gauntlet for the post-cold war class struggle that was still far in the future in 1958.
Galbraith saw the widening gap between the richest and the poorest as an emergent threat to economic
stability, and proposed significant investment in parks, transportation, education, and other public amenities-
-what we now call infrastructure--to ameliorate these differences and postpone depression and revolution
indefinitely. Widely criticized by conservatives and libertarians wary of public expenditures or increased
government influence, Galbraith still influences liberal and neoliberal thinking. He has acknowledged that
hiswork, like that of most social scientists, contains flaws (like his dire prediction of an out-of-control
unemployment and inflation spiral that petered out in the 1980's), but much of it remains fresh and true even
today. Four years before Slent Soring, he wrote about the consumerist blight that threatened our wild lands
equally as much as our cities; his hoped-for increase in environmental awareness has grown significantly in
recent years. Whether you support the political implementations of his views, experiencing hiswriting is
important to put those views in context. More than this, though, it is an honest pleasure to read such original
ideas so well expressed. --Rob Lightner

Review
"One of the most gifted writers alive. . . tumbling the tribal Gods of both left and right." Boston Globe

"With his customary clarity, eloguence, and humor, Galbraith cuts to the heart of what economic security
means (and doesn't mean) in today's world and lays bare the hazards of complacency about economic
inequity." The New Y ork Times

About the Author

John Kenneth Galbraith (1908-2006) was a critically acclaimed author and one of America's foremost
economists. His most famous works include The Affluent Society, The Good Society, and The Great Crash.
Galbraith was the receipient of the Order of Canada and the Robert F. Kennedy Book Award for Lifetime
Achievement, and he was twice awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Arthur Elsberry:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take awalk, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open as well as read abook called The
Affluent Society? Maybe it isto become best activity for you. Y ou realize beside you can spend your time
using your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have various
other opinion?



Stephen Vancleave:

The actual book The Affluent Society has alot details on it. So when you check out this book you can get a
lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The author makes some research before
write this book. This book very easy to read you can find the point easily after reading this book.

Eric Freeman:

Would you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book
store? Try to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may
doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while
fantastic as in the outside appearance likes. Maybe you answer may be The Affluent Society why because
the great cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or
content is definitely fantastic as the outside or cover. Y our reading 6th sense will directly assist you to pick
up this book.

Shelly Reder:

Areyou kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your limited time to read it because al of thistime you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. The Affluent Society can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you who have those short
extratime problems.
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